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The Immorality of the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
In the Separation of Children from their Parents 
 

Tallahassee Friends Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) stands with other Faith based 
churches and organizations in strong opposition to the “zero tolerance” policy of the Trump 
administration and Department of Justice (DOJ) on any undocumented immigration occurrence.  

A damaging result of this “zero tolerance” policy is the breaking up of families and the psychological 
injury by incarcerating children aged from birth to 18 in youth “jails” indefinitely.  Once inside these 
“jails” siblings are even separated from each other in separate rooms or in separate facilities.  From April 
18t to May 31, 2018,s approximately 1975 children were separated from their parents under “zero 
tolerance.”  And no one is sure where they are or if they will be reunited. 
 
It has been observed that ICE/Border Patrol is even criminalizing asylum seekers who are legally trying 
to step on American soil to declare a request for asylum or in some cases blocking them from reaching 
American soil.  An example of ICE– DOJ enforcement was reported by Michael E. Miller for the 
Washington Post:   
 

“As [the federal defender] consulted with Nicolas-Gaspar, dressed in the same dirt-caked 
tennis shoes and mud-stained shirt in which he’d been detained, the immigrant in his late 
20s began to sob.  She told him the best chance he had of seeing his son soon was to plead 
guilty.  “Culpable (guilty),” he told the judge when court resumed minutes later. “Culpable. 
Culpable.”   
 

Nicolas-Gaspar is now a criminal and his son is now held in limbo until the overwhelmed Office of 
Refugee Resettlement (ORR) finds a relative to take in the minor or in some cases the child is deported 
alone before the father even has his “day in court.”  This constitutes a war on children and families.  This 
is NOT justice. 
 
The more we have inquired into this deplorable “zero tolerance” DOJ policy, the more horrific the 
enforcement of this Trump administration policy becomes.  We are ashamed of all who support the 
Trump administration in this immoral policy.   
 
We used to be a nation that welcomed refugees with open arms.  That time was when America was a 
great democracy that cared for the disadvantaged, the dispossessed and the disenfranchised.  Now the 
Trump administration through “zero tolerance,” “the Muslim ban,” insulting our historic allies, etc., has 
deluded us into a nation of frightened isolationists.  
 
Mark 10:13-16 NRSV tells us a better way to live:  that Jesus became indignant when children were 
turned away by the disciples.  Jesus loved the children and blessed them.  And told the disciples that 
they must each be a little child to receive the kingdom (realm) of God. 
 
Quakers are guided by Jesus’s example, we love and cherish children.  And we love our neighbors, with 
no exception!  
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