SEYM Annual Sessions 2012

Agenda & Documents-in-Advance (YBM-DIA)
at the Florida United Methodist Life Enrichment Center, Fruitland Park, FL

Dear Friends,
Welcome to our 48th Annual Gathering of Southeastern Yearly Meeting. As we
experience our blessed community of Friends, join with me in renewing our
bonds of fellowship and lovingly extending our community to our visitors from
afar and among the blue dots of the first time attenders to our gathering. The
expectations for this gathering include lots of hugs, plenty of smiles, outright
laughter and singing from our hearts, as well as opportunities for deep listening
for the guidance of the Spirit.
As I announced at Winter Interim Business Meeting, there will be a new
format for Yearly Meeting business sessions. Effective from this point forward,
ALL Committee and Representatives reports will be shared with SEYM
in written form. It is my hope that all reports have been prepared for the
Documents in Advance (DIA). If any reports are missing from the DIA, then
please bring 50 copies of each missing report to share with Friends. I
know that all reports are important to SEYM. The best way to share a report
is in written form in the DIA that is then mailed to all members of SEYM.
Therefore no time will be allotted on the agenda for oral committee and
representative reports. It is my leading to hold the Yearly Meeting business
sessions as a true Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business. This will
allow time for worship, as well as seasoning, and discernment of any action
minutes brought forth to SEYM. ProNica will report as usual. In addition,
we hope to find time in the agenda for some of the other representatives from
the wider Quaker organizations to briefly share with us any of their concerns
or information. Please hold us in the Light as we make this transition in our
process.
I also expect that the Youth Committee will be the catalyst for some fun with
the young Friends and in intergenerational activities for everyone. So, welcome
again to our Yearly Meeting gathering. You are invited to have some fun, get
some rest, and be renewed as we love each other in the Spirit.
In Loving Friendship,

Phoebe Andersen, clerk, SEYM
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EC Meeting 04/04/2012, 2:30 -5:15PM
Presiding clerk of EC and IBMs, Ann Jerome
Assistant clerk, Joel Cook
Recording clerk, Ed Lesnick

AGENDA
Southeastern Yearly Meeting Executive Committee
April 4, 2012
Life Enrichment Center
4991 Picciola Road, Fruitland Park, FL 34731
2:30

Worship

3:00

Clerk’s report
YBM gathering preview
Secretary’s report
Committee reports

5:00

Worship

5:30

Dinner

p
SEYM Yearly Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

Agenda

April 5 - 8, 2012

To follow the highest purpose always involves the setting aside of many things which in themselves
are good, whether by the individuals or by the Yearly Meeting as a whole. To find the purpose of God
in a gathering such as this involves bringing together of every one of our differing points of view to
that place where they may be united in the power of God. If in our hearts as individuals we maintain
barriers between ourselves and other Friends, we cannot be finders; and if we maintain such barriers
between ourselves and our fellow men we shall not find our part in working out God’s will in the world.
It has been the experience of this Yearly Meeting in the past to know that Friends have met in division
and uncertainty, and that then guidance has come, and the light has been given to us, and we have
become finders of God’s purpose. This gives us ground for confidence. We shall not be held back by the
magnitude of the questions which are to come before us, nor by a sense of our own unworthiness.

London Yearly Meeting, 1936

Christian Faith and Practice in the Experience of the Society of Friends,
London Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, 1960
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Agenda, First Plenary Session 2012
Thursday, April 5, 4:00-5:15 pm.
Open, centering worship.
Welcome.

Roll call of Meetings and Worship Groups with milestones.
Introduction of visitors.

General announcements – (Please bring written announcements to the clerk prior to session.)
Reading from a Yearly Meeting epistle, Friends writing.
Agenda review with corrections as necessary.

Appointment of Ad hoc Committee for SEYM Epistle 2012.

Nominating Committee preliminary report, Susan Taylor, clerk.
Open Worship.

Agenda, Second Plenary Session 2012
Friday, April 6, 9:45-11:45 a.m.
Open, centering worship.

Welcome of Friends and Visitors not previously introduced.

General announcements – (Please bring written announcements to the clerk prior to session.)
Reading from a Yearly Meeting epistle or Friends writing.

Approval of SEYM Executive Committee Minutes – Ann Jerome, Executive Committee clerk.

Approval of Interim Business Meeting Minutes – Ann Jerome, Interim Business Meeting clerk.
Treasurer’s report – Neil Andersen.

First Reading of 2012-2013 budget – Nil Wilkins, clerk, Finance Committee.

First Reading of Action Minutes from SEYM committees and representatives.
Review of Minutes for approval.
Open worship.

Agenda, Third Plenary Session 2012
Saturday, April 7, 9:45-11:45 a.m.
Open, centering worship.

Welcome of Friends and Visitors not previously introduced.

General announcements – (Please bring written announcements to the clerk prior to session.)
Reading from a Yearly Meeting epistle or Friends writing.

ProNica Report, Melissa Ajabshir, stateside coordinator; Lillian Hall, Coordinator Nicaragua.
Wider Quaker Organization Report #1 – TBA.

Observer Report from FUM General Board – Lisa Stewart.
Wider Quaker Organization Report #2 – TBA.

Second Reading & Approval of Budget, 2012-2013 – Nil Wilkins, clerk, Finance Committee.
Review of Minutes for approval.
Laughter Yoga.
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Agenda, Fourth Plenary Session 2012
Saturday, April 7, 1:00-2:15 p.m.

Open, centering worship.
General announcements – (Please bring written announcements to the clerk prior to session.)
Second Reading for approval of Action Minutes from SEYM committees and representatives.

First Reading of any new action minutes from committee meetings previously held on Thurs. for beginning
discernment only, with second reading for approval at YBM 2013.
Review of Minutes for approval.
Open worship.

Agenda, Fifth Plenary Session 2012
Sunday, April 8, 9:00-10:45 a.m.

Open, centering worship.
General announcements – (Please bring written announcements to the clerk prior to session.)
Final Nominating Committee report – Susan Taylor, clerk
Gathering Committee report – Ellie Caldwell, clerk

Epistles – Wee Friends, Young Friends, Teen Friends. (This will occur whenever these Friends arrive in the
auditorium.)
SEYM Epistle – reading and approval.
Minutes of appreciation.

Review of Minutes for approval.
Open worship.

Our Gathering will close with Meeting for Worship at 11:00 a.m.

A Reminder to assist Recording Clerk(s):
My effort is to insure the records of our Yearly Meeting’s business sessions are accurate. Minutes will consist of
what Friends approve with a brief explanation (numbered minutes), written or electronic committee and representative
reports, milestones, and other items directed by the clerk or Friends in attendance.
Remember that the purpose of the minutes is to record actions taken by the meeting. It is not necessary, nor
desirable, to record what everyone said. The minutes simply lay out the question under consideration. Touch on major
points of agreement or disagreement, and record what action was taken.
Friends who propose formal minutes should present such before the meeting or for placement on the agenda.
Committee clerks, representatives, and those who report on MM activities are requested to provide a digital file version
of their reports.
If Friends have an extended minute of concern that will be presented for consideration, please e-mail me prior to
the business meeting or before your time on the agenda. This would be of great help to those seated at the clerk’s desk.
Do enjoy the peace and fellowship.
			
—ed Lesnick, SEYM Recording Clerk
				 edlesnick@earthlink.net
Please Note: The recorded attendance list for annual gathering and business sessions is determined by registration.
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Locating IBM- and YBM-Minutes; IBM- and YBM-DIAs:
or your convenience SEYM Minutes and DIAs are posted on the SEYM website <seym.org>. See Archived
Library Folder, the SEYM’s file drawer!

Numbered Minutes Approved by Fall and Winter Interim Business Meetings
Fall Interim Business Meeting
11IBM01 SEYM approves the change of terms for specific, current committee members as indicated in
the Nominating clerk’s report, which will be attached to the minutes.*
*Current SEYM officers, committee members, representatives, and clerks.

11IBM02 SEYM approves Worship and Ministry Committee to change the Pendle Hill scholarship
application to state applicants shall be an active member of the monthly meeting or the Yearly Meeting.
Executive Committee Minute
EC requests each monthly meeting provide SEYM electronic communications as printed copies
to their individual members and attenders who desire them.
11EC05

Winter Interim Business Meeting
12IBM01 Southeastern Yearly Meeting Winter Interim Business Meeting approves the appointment
of Eduardo Diaz, Miami Monthly Meeting, to a three- year term as representative of SEYM to FWCC
and Lyn Cope, Space Coast Monthly Meeting, to a one year term as representative of SEYM to FWCC
beginning in April, 2012 after SEYM Yearly Meeting Gathering.
A Minute of Appreciation was warmly approved for the hospitality of Orlando-Winter Park during
WIBM and Michener Lecture activities.
A Minute of Gratitude was approved in recognizing the SEYM Youth Committee members and their
service this past year.
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Standing Committee Reports
Archives Committee:
Committee for Earthcare:
Date: Sunday, January 29, 2012 8:59 PM
From: Mary Jo Klingel <mjklingelftlq@earthlink.net>
Cc: Barbara Letsch <bjletsch@gmail.com>
Dear Friends, the Earthcare Committee of SEYM is sending out our proposed Minute on Nuclear energy that was
presented for seasoning at the Winter Interim Business Meeting. Please distribute it widely among Friends and discuss
and season it in your Monthly Meeting. We will bring it to SEYM for further seasoning.
We welcome comments and concerns and suggestions. You can call either Barb Letsch, clerk of the Earthcare
committee, or Mary Jo Klingel. We also welcome comments by e-mail to <bjletsch@gmail.com> or mjklingelftlq@
earthlink.net. We look forward to your thoughts.
Let us all hold our Yearly Meeting in the Light as we discern this most important matter. Thank you, Mary Jo
Introduction to the Earthcare Committee’s Proposed Nuclear Minute
We express our gratitude to those Friends who have diligently researched nuclear energy and shared their wisdom in
various formats including Quaker Earthcare Witness and Friends Journal. Their willingness to do the hard work of
research and their quest for truth helps us all in our discernment. Nevertheless research is based on present moment
knowledge. Especially with nuclear energy, it is an unreliable predictor of future safety. If that is the case, what
resources do we have?
As Friends, we have our Testimonies. In this Minute we seek the Light concerning nuclear energy within the
framework of our Friends Testimonies.
Earthcare Committee’s Proposed Minute on Nuclear Energy
We bring this Minute of Concern from the SEYM Earthcare Committee to Southeastern Yearly Meeting, seeking
unity in opposition to further development of nuclear energy or building of nuclear power plants. In considering the
Testimonies in opposition to nuclear power, we recognize that these Testimonies interweave, effect, and support one
another.
The testimony of Integrity calls us to respect and protect all of God’s creation, to seek balance as participants in the
miracle of life. Integrity also leads us to consideration of the Testimony of Equality in that all people have a need for
affordable and clean energy that supports their health and wellbeing.
The testimony of Simplicity challenges our belief that we can live in a world of increasing growth and consumption
and offers instead the simple necessity and pleasures of air, land, and water that are clean and protected.
We now consider the Testimony of Community. We acknowledge that nuclear power has demonstrated that accidents
can decimate communities and keep the land uninhabitable for human and nonhuman life for long periods of time.
The Peace Testimony asks us to be clear that nuclear energy has been used for nonpeaceful purposes, for building
weapons, and for creating waste that must be stored many thousands of years. We call ourselves a people of peace. We
ask how we can call ourselves a people of peace while supporting, even with our silence, an industry of destruction and
death. In the words of Bishop Desmond Tutu, “To visit death upon current and future generations from radiation is
unforgivable.” (Physicians for Social Responsibility web site, January 2012.)
We face, as Friends, the capacity of nuclear energy for mass destruction of human and nonhuman life. Our
commitment to that of God in all life leads us to oppose further development and use of nuclear energy.
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Committee on Ministry for Racism
Documents in Advance
Report from The Committee for Ministry on Racism
The CFMR has continued this year to keep the subject of race relations and diversity as a focus of SEYM. Please
join us at our SEYM Gathering for a committee meeting to report on our meetings’ experiences. There are a
couple of items we’d like to recommend: The Help by Kathryn Stockett has received a lot of attention especially
since the movie came out. There are a few detractors who think there’s a certain chutzpah that a Southern
white woman thought she could address the subject, but, that said, the book has much value. The 1960’s are
not really that long ago, and these pockets of Southern racism were definitely reality—and the attitudes still exist
if just not so obvious. Despite their circumstances, the book does show that one white woman and one black
woman can communicate with a small measure of understanding and closeness. As novel has flaws, but it’s
readable, full of insights, and some humor. It was even named “best revenge of the year” by People magazine!
And on a lighter note, have you caught the “Stuff” White Girls Say …” videos on U-Tube? There’re black girls,
Arab girls, Asian girls, & probably some other group by the time this goes to press. As it always seems with
(some, & of course not Quaker) youth these days, one has to put up with a tad of vulgarity, but if you get beyond
that, you can pick up some interesting insights. We could ALL make one of these videos—e.g., what young
people say to oldsters (& v.v.), what Canadians say to Mexicans, what house cats say to polar bears. There is
always value is hearing ourselves as others hear us. The humor makes the learning go down a little easier, and
perhaps it’s significant that so many of these videos are being made now. Maybe people feel comfortable in
2012 talking about how other people interact with them, comments that would have been squelched in the past.
Our commitment is to keep talking, keep our hearts and minds open, keep listening, both to others and the
words that come out of our mouths. This is work that will never be done. Too many of us are saying, “Oh, I’ve
worked on my racism. I don’t want to talk about that anymore.” Well, like our life journeys, the learning about
getting along with others is never over. We may have moments of dismay, feel overwhelmed, wonder if it’s
worth it, doubt if anything we do makes a difference, and even make fools of ourselves at times. But….we need
to keep our commitment strong and work to stay loving, authentic, and accepting. Thanks to all in SEYM who
keep the flame burning!
Ellie Caldwell & Wendy Clarissa Geiger, Committee for Ministry on Racism

Faith and Practice Committee
The Faith and Practice Committee has some exciting news to share with SEYM Friends! The text of
ALL of the F&P sections have finally been corrected for grammar and stylistic errors! We are now
ready to start pulling it together in the final form of a 5 inch by 8.5 inch book. That work will be done
this summer and we hope to have the book printed by the end of 2012! In addition to the printed
volume, we will also format the text in the form of an E Book that will be available for various forms of
electronic readers.
Please hold the committee in the Light as we finish the Faith & Practice of SEYM.
Phoebe Andersen, clerk
Faith and Practice Committee

Southeastern Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions: YBM-DIA 2012

Page 

Finance Committee
Finance Committee Report Second Month, 2012
The main item on Finance Committee’s agenda to be considered at the Yearly Business Meeting is the approval of
a budget for the next fiscal year, FY 2012-2013, which will begin on 6/1/2012. The budget proposed by the Finance
Committee is shown on the following pages. To aid in its discernment on this issue, Finance Committee asked for
and received input from numerous SEYM Friends, for which the committee is most grateful. As was the case last
year, a majority of Friends expressed a desire to either maintain or reduce the budget but other than two line
items, the only other input Finance received on where to reduce expenses in the proposed budget involved the
Donations to Organizations category. However, increases in some line items were needed and requested, based
on June EC and FIBM minutes and rising costs. The recommendations below will hold the FY2012-2013 budget to
FY2011-2012 levels.
Decreases proposed in the following line items:
1. Line item 3080 – Duplication – decrease by $200.
2. Line item 3400 – Office Equipment – decrease by $200.
3. Line item 3860 – Secretary Travel/Administrative Travel – decrease by $300.
4. Category 5000 - donations to organizations – decrease total by $950 (an average of 9% each; Florida
Council of Churches amount decreased based on SEYM Rep recommendation).
Increases proposed in the following line items:
1. Under Representative Travel, Line 8160 – Annual Reps – an increase of $700. As a starting point for
what is a new representative position, $100 toward travel support for the SEYM Historic Peace Churches
representative (Warren Hoskins); and $600 toward travel support for one YAQ clerk to attend each EC
Meeting and the Yearly Meeting (YM) – 4 meetings total.
2. Under Transfers to other accounts, Line 9060 – for Triennial Travel Reserves – an increase of $350; an
estimate of the amount to set aside yearly for use every 3 years, towards support for incoming YM,
Assistant and EC clerks to attend a clerking workshop.
3. Line 3640 – Office Rent & Rental Storage Unit - an increase of $300 due to increasing costs.
4. Line 3840 – Telephone/Internet – increased $300 due to increasing costs.
Friends are asked to review the draft budget carefully for their discernment on the priorities they would like the
budget to reflect and provide their input to Finance Committee.
With Love and Light to all,
Nil Wilkins
Clerk of Finance Committee
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SEYM Draft General Fund Budget FY 2013
Expected
FY2011 Actual FY2011

Expected
FY2012 Expected FY2013

% change
from 2012

Income
2000 Income
2001 Donations
2002 Individual Donations
2003 Meeting & Worship groups
2060 Donations Restricted Receipts
Total 2001 Donations
2200 Investment Earnings
2203 Savings account interest
Total 2200 Investment Earnings
2306 Miscellaneous Income
Total 2000 Income
2700 Transfers in FROM other classes
2711 Donations to GF from (THRU) other classes
2712 Michener Lecture to GF/insurance
2730 Surplus Gathering/Walton
2732 Gath/Walton to GF/insurance
2750 Surplus from HYM
2752 HYM to GF/insurance
2804 From Trustee's Funds
2815 for Bertsche Outreach Travel
2820 for Secretary's Salary
Total 2804 from Trustee's Funds
Total 2700 Transfer in FROM other classes
Total Income

3,550.00
69,809.00

1,395.46
66,746.66
250.00
68,392.12

4,000.00
70,384.00

4,000.00
70,384.00

0%
0%

74,384.00

74,384.00

0%

150.00
150.00

150.00
150.00

0%
0%

73,509.00

86.02
86.02
1.08
68,479.22

74,534.00

74,534.00

0%

0.00
110.00
0.00
770.00
0.00
400.00

95.00
110.00
0.00
770.00
0.00
400.00

0.00
134.00
0.00
935.00
0.00
486.00

0.00
134.00
0.00
935.00
0.00
486.00

0%

2,058.00
4,786.00
6,844.00
8,124.00
81,633.00

2,013.69
4,680.04
6,693.73
8,068.73
76,547.95

2,058.00
4,786.00
6,844.00
8,399.00
82,933.00

2,058.00
4,786.00
6,844.00
8,399.00
82,933.00

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

Expected
FY2012 Expected FY2013

% change
from 2012

73,359.00

150.00
150.00

Expected
FY2011 Actual FY2011

0%
0%

Expense
2999 Expenses
3000 Administrative
3001 Bank Charges
3002 Credit Card service fees
3080 Duplication
3106 Liability Insurance
3107 Youth worker certification program
3146 Fee for Non-Profit Corp
3200 Office Supplies
3270 Payroll expenses - Salary & Taxes
3271 Payroll expenses - Benefits
3380 Postage
3381 Post Office Box Rental
3400 Office Equipment
3500 Professional Svcs Fees
3526 Accounting
Total 3500 Professional Svcs Fees
3640 Rent, Office & off-site Storage Unit
3700 Repairs
3816 Software
3840 Telephone/Internet
3860 Secretary Travel/Travel Administrative
3900 Website
3641 Rent/Fee - Shared Data Storage
3900 Website
Total 3900 Website
5187 QUIP membership
Total 3000 Administrative

4000 Committees Operating Expenses
4309 Archives
4329 EC and IBM
4339 Faith & Practice
4349 Finance
4359 Nominating
4369 Peace & Social Concerns
4389 Youth Committee
4399 Worship & Ministry
4429 Earthcare
4469 Ministry on Racism
Total 4000 Committee Operating Expenses

20.00
10.00
5,700.00
1,400.00
N/A
61.00
580.00
44,130.00
5,000.00
1,600.00
62.00
450.00

1.35
0.00
1,508.78
1,365.41
N/A
61.25
456.61
44,129.91
4,204.60
624.25
60.00
185.98

20.00
10.00
4,700.00
1,700.00
1,800.00
61.00
580.00
44,130.00
5,000.00
1,600.00
62.00
450.00
150.00

20.00
10.00
4,500.00
1,700.00
1,800.00
61.00
580.00
44,130.00
5,000.00
1,600.00
62.00
250.00
150.00

0%
0%
-4%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
-44%
0%

150.00
1,200.00
350.00
800.00
1,700.00
1,600.00

150.00
150.00
1,200.00
0.00
500.00
1,791.69
828.73

150.00
1,200.00
350.00
800.00
1,700.00
1,600.00

150.00
1,500.00
350.00
800.00
2,000.00
1,300.00

0%
25%
0%
0%
18%
-19%

300.00
60.00
65,173.00

99.00
100.00
199.00
60.00
57,327.56

300.00

300.00

300.00
60.00
66,273.00

300.00
60.00
66,173.00

0%
0%
0%

Expected
FY2011 Actual FY2011

Expected
FY2012 Expected FY2013

% change
from 2012

550.00
100.00
200.00
50.00
50.00
150.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
1,300.00

550.00
100.00
200.00
50.00
50.00
150.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
1,300.00

332.00
73.26
0.00
0.00
0.00
200.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
0.00
655.26

550.00
100.00
200.00
50.00
50.00
150.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
1,300.00

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
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5000 Donations to Organizations
5007 AFSC
5008 AFSC-SERO
5018 Earlham School of Religion
5027 FCNL
5028 QEW
5037 FGC
5038 FL Coalition for P & J
5047 FL Council of Churches
5048 Florida Impact
5057 Friends Journal
5058 Friends Peace Teams
5067 FUM (restricted to Projects)
5068 FWCC
5077 Pendle Hill
5078 ProNica
5087 Quaker Life
5089 QUNO
5097 William Penn House
Total 5000 Donations to Organizations

8000 Representative Travel
8160 Annual Representative
Total 8000 Representative Travel
8500 Contingency
8501 C.A.P. Program, Current FY
8502 Temp SEYM Staff Assistant, Current FY
Total 8500 Contingency
2999 Expenses Other
Total 2999 Expenses
9000 Transfer out to other classes
9002 to GF for insurance
9005 for Gathering Youth
9060 for Triennial travel reserves
9230 to Walton Lecture/Gathering
9450 to HYM
Total 9000 Transfer out to other classes
Income-Expense
Total Income
Total Expenses
Net Income

Page 10
Expected
FY2011 Actual FY2011

Expected
FY2012 Expected FY2013

100.00
100.00
100.00
300.00
200.00
1,200.00
60.00
200.00
300.00
100.00
250.00
500.00
1,450.00
100.00
4,000.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
9,260.00

100.00
100.00
100.00
300.00
200.00
1,200.00
60.00
200.00
300.00
100.00
250.00
500.00
1,450.00
100.00
4,000.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
9,260.00

100.00
100.00
100.00
300.00
200.00
1,200.00
60.00
200.00
300.00
100.00
250.00
500.00
1,450.00
100.00
4,000.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
9,260.00

90.80
90.80
90.80
272.40
181.60
1,089.60
54.48
83.52
272.40
90.80
227.00
454.00
1,316.60
90.80
3,632.00
90.80
90.80
90.80
8,310.00

-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-58%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-9%
-10%

Expected
FY2011 Actual FY2011

Expected
FY2012 Expected FY2013

% change
from 2012

2,400.00
2,400.00

1,450.00
1,450.00

2,600.00
2,600.00

3,300.00
3,300.00

1,000.00
0.00
79,133.00

1,438.00
1,383.75
2,821.75
-65.54
71,449.03

N/A
N/A
1,000.00
0.00
80,433.00

N/A
N/A
1,000.00
0.00
80,083.00

0.00
2,000.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
2,500.00

241.44
2,000.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
2,741.44

0.00
2,000.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
2,500.00

0.00
2,000.00
850.00
0
0.00
2,850.00

81,633.00
81,633.00
0.00

76,547.95
74,190.47
2,357.48

82,933.00
82,933.00
0.00

82,933.00
82,933.00
0.00

TRIENNIAL TRAVEL RESERVE
Categories
Carryover from Previous Years
Income
2801 Transfer from General Fund
Total available for year
Expenses
8260 Triennial Travel
8360 Other Travel
Total Expenses
Net Income
Carryover to Next Year

Half Yearly Meeting

% change
from 2012

Expected
FY2011 Actual FY2011
5,350.00
5,350.00

Expected
FY2012 Expected FY2013
5,850.00
6,350.00

500.00
5,850.00

500.00
6,350.00

850.00
7,200.00

500.00
6,350.00

850.00
7,200.00

$-

500.00
5,850.00
$-

$-

$-

$500.00
5,850.00

$500.00
5,850.00

27%

0%

0%
70%

14%
0%
0%
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Nominating Committee
Southeastern Yearly Meeting Nominating Committee Report
Documents in Advance
SEYM Gathering April 4-8, 2012

“Be faithful, be patient, and persevere in our service as messengers of Truth.”
(Advice, SEYM Faith and Practice)

“As members, attend the business meetings, and extend our support to the Meeting’s
affairs so that the burden will not rest upon a few.” (Advice, SEYM Faith and Practice)
“Are the spiritual gifts within the Meeting fostered and encouraged?”
(Query, SEYM Faith and Practice)

Dear Friends,
You are eagerly invited to share in the deepening of our life as Friends in community, engaged beyond the walls
of our meetinghouses and our time together during the SEYM Gathering. Ways to serve Southeastern Yearly
Meeting are abundantly available- ways to serve, not out of a sense of obligation, but from the joy of sharing your
gift that all of us, who are SEYM, want to receive.
The members of the SEYM Nominating Committee are: Susan Taylor, Clerk (Tallahassee MM); Gary Arthur
(Gainesville MM); Dustin Lemke (Tampa MM); Martha Morris (Winter Park MM)
Please contact one of us if you feel led to share your gifts through an available position within SEYM or if you
know of someone with such gifts. The Nominating Committee welcomes everyone to participate in the intimacy
and direction of God’s presence among us, which Spirit-centered service brings.
At Winter Interim Business Meeting, two representatives were appointed to Friends World Committee for
Consultation (FWCC): Eduardo Diaz (Miami), 2012-2015 and Lyn Cope (Space Coast), 2012-2013. Eduardo,
along with Nancyrose Logan (Sarasota), will be representing SEYM at the World Gathering in Kenya in May. Lyn
is working on details so that she might also represent SEYM there.
I. We on the Committee are pleased to bring the following Friends forward for approval for their listed positions
and terms of service. We thank them for their faithfulness to their calling:
Finger Print Data Manager (Child Abuse Prevention Policy):
Gail Rogers (Space Coast)- 2012-2015
Friends United Meeting (FUM) General Board Observer:
Lisa Stewart (Palm Beach), 2012-2015
Trustees: Jack Bradin (Palm Beach)- 2012-2015
Herb Haigh (St. Petersburg)- change term ending to 2013 from 2014
Cathy Gaskill- change term ending to 2012 from 2014
Youth Committee: Susan Taylor (Tallahassee)- change term ending to 2012 from 2014
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Worship and Ministry Committee: Nancy Fennell (Ft. Myers MM): 2012-2015
Yearly Meeting Gathering Committee:
Co-Clerks: Davida Johns and Peter Crockett (St. Petersburg); 2012-2015
Committee Members: Cheryl Demers-Holton (Gainesville); 2012-2015
		
Andrea Walsh (Tampa); 2012-2013
II. The Nominating Committee continues to seek Friends for the following positions:
A. Yearly Meeting Officers: 2012-2015
Half Yearly Meeting Clerk
Half Yearly Meeting Registrar
Yearly Meeting Recording Clerk
Yearly Meeting Treasurer (It was recently brought to the attention of the Committee that SEYM’s present
treasurer, Neil Andersen (Tallahassee) has been kindly serving one year at a time for several years after
serving two terms. His term ends in 2012.)
B. Yearly Meeting Committees: 2012-2015
Gathering Committee: Program Coordinator
Worship and Ministry- 2 openings
Youth Committee: - 2 openings
C.

Trustees- 2 openings

D.

ProNica Board Appointees- 1 opening

E.

SEYM Representatives to Organizations
Florida Council of Churches- 1 opening
Florida Impact- It has been said that this is Florida’s non-Quaker equivalent of FCNL. SEYM needs
someone as a contact to bring vital information to us. The person would not be a representative to the
organization, because the organization is not structured in that way.
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)- 3 openings
Friends General Conference (FGC) Central Committee- 2 openings

		
Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Concerns (FLGBTQC)- 1 opening
Friends Peace Teams- 2 openings
Friends World Committee for Consultation- 2 openings
In gratitude,
Susan Taylor
Clerk, SEYM Nominating Committee
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Peace and Social Concerns
YBM Gathering Committee
Youth Committee
Worship and Ministry, Religious Education, Michener Committee:
“One of the things I do during the week in preparation for meeting is to ask myself what I need... I have
to come to terms with things in my life which I would rather ignore. Some times I am not well. I need
healing. I know there is not going to be a miracle, but my mood will be one of patience and expectation,
and much of my time in meeting will be spent in this exercise.”
- John Punshon, from ENCOUNTER WITH SILENCE, page 66
Dear SEYM Friends,
The 2012 Michener Lecture, given by Patty Levering on the topic of Listening to Hear was well
received. This timely lecture has the potential to deepen us both as individuals and as a Yearly Meeting
community, if we dare to Listen to Hear. Look for the pamphlet to come out this summer.
Noah Baker Merrill has accepted our invitation to be the speaker for the 2013 Michener Lecture. He is
a member of Putney Meeting in Vermont. He came with a strong recommendation from a Friend who
heard him as a keynote speaker with Marge Post Abbott at Ohio Valley YM. In that experience, “he
opened people to a very deep place, people left the room in silence” (so deep was his message). The
Michener Lecture takes place early Sunday afternoon of Martin Luther King Weekend.
The SEYM Pendle Hill Scholarship has not been utilized for the 2011-2012 year. We encourage
SEYM Friends to consider their spiritual interest and areas you would like to grow in and check the
catalog when it comes out in June to match your interest with a session at Pendle Hill for the 2012-2013
year. Feel free to contact Nancy Triscritti (co-clerk of Worship & Ministry) if you have questions on
the process of applying. See the sections on the SEYM Pendle Hill Scholarship in the “Operational
Handbook, Procedures & Job Descriptions” in your Meeting’s library for guidelines for the application
process.
The Inter-visitation Project is in the early stages of beginning. Visits are being made to Monthly
Meetings and Worship Groups, and the sense is that of a fresh start. Our wish is for visiting Friends
(usually two travel together) to join your Worship Community for a day, to worship, to listen, and to
grow together as Friends.
A number of Monthly Meetings have accepted the opportunity to have Jerry Knutson lead their Meeting
in a variety of workshops. Jerry is working to fulfill a requirement for the Masters Ministry degree at
Earlham School of Religion.
Worship & Ministry is offering Pastoral Care for anyone desiring such during the Yearly Meeting
Gathering. Please, feel free to speak with Nancy Triscritti, Cheryl Demers-Holton or Rebecca Miles to
make arrangements.
Friends, please, consider participating in the SEYM Worship & Ministry Committee meeting (usually,
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SEYM Committee meetings are held Thursday afternoon at SEYM Gathering). You are welcome to sit
in the meeting for the entire time or some portion thereof - checking out the different
Committee meetings as you wish to see which might spark your interest. Especially, if you are a
member of your meeting’s Worship & Ministry Committee - or, have an interest in such matters - you
are welcome and encouraged to visit the W&M Com. meeting and join the discernment and discussion.
On the W&M Committee’s agenda for discernment and discussion are: tending to the W&M
Committee’s work at SEYM Gathering; Michener Lecture 2013 with Noah Baker Merrill; raising
names for consideration of possible future Michener Lecturers; Queries & Quotes for Worship Sharing
at SEYM Gathering 2013; the SEYM Pendle Hill Scholarship; Inter-visitation update; deepening the
meeting for worship experience; supporting W&M Committees of SEYM Meetings and individuals
needing a tender ear; and, Jerry Knutson’s travels among SEYM Friends.
Gentle blessings and safe journeys,
Nancy Triscritti & Wendy Clarissa Geiger, co-clerks, SEYM W&M Committee
NT: (813)929-4355 -- WCG: (904)764-1722
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Officer Reports
Clerk of Southeastern Yearly Meeting (Please see page 1 for Welcome Letter)
Clerk of Interim Business Meeting and Executive Committee
Assistant Clerk
Membership Recorder/Database
Trustee’s Report
Treasurer’s Report:
Annual Report FY 2010-2011
Southeastern Yearly Meeting
General Fund Income & Expense vs. Budget Performance
FY2011-eoy (June 2010 through May 2011)
Cash Basis (

printed: 2/22/12

12 Months ending 5/31/11 from QBP 12/31/11)
FY2011 Budget

Income
2000 · Income
2001 · Donations
2002 · Individual Donations
2003 · Meeting Donations
2060 · Donations Restricted Receipts
Total 2001 · Donations
2200 · Investment Earnings
2203 · Savings Account Interest
Total 2200 · Investment Earnings
2306 - Miscellaneous Income
Total 2000 · Income

FY2011 Actual

Over/Under Bdgt

3,550.00
69,809.00

1,395.46
66,746.66
250.00

-2,154.54
-3,062.34
250.00

73,359.00

68,392.12

-4,966.88

150.00

86.02

-63.98

150.00

86.02
1.08

-63.98
1.08

73,509.00

68,479.22

-5,029.78

95.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

2700 · Transfer in FROM other classes
2711 - Donations to GF from (THRU) other classes
2712 · Michener Lect. to GF/insurance
2730 - Surplus Gathering/Walton
2732 · Gath/Walton to GF/insurance
2750 - Surplus Half Yearly Meeting
2752 · HYM to GF/insurance
2804 · from Trustee's Funds
2815 · for Bertsche Outreach Travel
2820 · for Secretary's Salary
Total 2804 · from Trustee's Funds

400.00

95.00
110.00
0.00
770.00
0.00
400.00

2,058.00
4,786.00
6,844.00

2,013.69
4,680.04
6,693.73

-44.31
-105.96
-150.27

Total 2700 · Transfer in FROM other classes

8,124.00

8,068.73

-55.27

Total Income

81,633.00

76,547.95

-5,085.05

Expense
2999 · Expenses
3000 · Administrative
3001 · Bank Service Charges
3002 · Credit Card service fees
3080 · Duplication
3106 · Liability Insurance
3146 · Non-Profit Corporation Fee
3200 · Office Supplies
3270 · Payroll Expenses - Salary & Taxes
3271 · Payroll Expenses - Benefits
3380 · Postage/Shipping

20.00
10.00
5,700.00
1,400.00
61.00
580.00
44,130.00
5,000.00
1,600.00

1.35
0.00
1,508.78
1,365.41
61.25
456.61
44,129.91
4,204.60
624.25

-18.65
-10.00
-4,191.22
-34.59
0.25
-123.39
-0.09
-795.40
-975.75

110.00
770.00

Pag
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Annual Report FY 2010-2011, continued
Southeastern Yearly Meeting
General Fund Income & Expense vs. Budget Performance
FY2011-eoy (June 2010 through May 2011)
Cash Basis (

printed: 2/22/12

12 Months ending 5/31/11 from QBP 12/31/11)
FY2011 Budget
62.00
450.00

FY2011 Actual
60.00
185.98

Over/Under Bdgt
-2.00
-264.02

150.00

150.00
150.00

0.00

1,200.00
350.00
800.00
1,700.00
1,600.00

1,200.00
0.00
500.00
1,791.69
828.73

0.00
-350.00
-300.00
91.69
-771.27

300.00

99.00
100.00
199.00

-101.00

65,113.00

57,267.56

-7,845.44

4000 · Committee Operating Expenses
4309 · Archives
4329 · Exec Cmte & IBM
4339 · Faith and Practice
4349 · Finance
4359 · Nominating
4369 · Peace and Social Concerns
4389 · Youth Committee
4399 · Worship and Ministry
4429 - Earthcare
4469 - Ministry on Racism
Total 4000 · Committee Operating Expenses

550.00
100.00
200.00
50.00
50.00
150.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
1,300.00

332.00
73.26
0.00
0.00
0.00
200.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
0.00
655.26

-218.00
-26.74
-200.00
-50.00
-50.00
50.00
-50.00
-50.00
0.00
-50.00
-644.74

5000 · Donations to Organizations
5007 · AFSC
5008 · AFSC-SERO
5018 · Earlham School of Religion
5027 · FCNL
5028 · QEW
5037 · FGC
5038 · Florida Coalition for Peace & Justice
5047 · Florida Council of Churches
5048 · Florida Impact
5057 · Friends Journal
5061 · Friends Peace Teams
5067 · FUM (restricted to Projects)
5068 · FWCC

100.00
100.00
100.00
300.00
200.00
1,200.00
60.00
200.00
300.00
100.00
250.00
500.00
1,450.00

100.00
100.00
100.00
300.00
200.00
1,200.00
60.00
200.00
300.00
100.00
250.00
500.00
1,450.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

3381 · Post Office Box rental
3400 · Office Equipment
3500 · Professional Svcs Fees
3526 · Accounting
Total 3500 · Professional Svcs Fees
3640 · Rent, Office & off-site Storage Unit
3700 · Repairs
3816 · Software
3840 · Telephone & Inet access
3860 · Travel - Administrative
3900 · Website
3641 · Rent/Fee - Shared Data Storage
3900 · Website
Total 3900 · Website
Total 3000 · Administrative

Pag
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Annual Report FY 2010-2011, continued
Southeastern Yearly Meeting
General Fund Income & Expense vs. Budget Performance
FY2011-eoy (June 2010 through May 2011)
Cash Basis (

12 Months ending 5/31/11 from QBP 12/31/11)

5077 · Pendle Hill
5078 · ProNica
5087 · Quaker Life
5187 - QUIP (Quakers United in Publishing)
5089 · QUNO
5097 · Wm Penn House
Total 5000 · Donations to Organizations
8000 · Representative Travel
8160 · Annual Representative
Total 8000 · Representative Travel
8500 · Contingency
8501 - C.A.P. Program, Current FY
8502 - Temp SEYM Staff Assistant, Current FY
Total 8500 · Contingency
2999 - Expenses - Other

Total 2999 · Expenses
9000 · Transfer OUT TO other classes
9002 - to GF for insurance
9005 · for Gathering Youth
9060 · for Triennial Travel Reserves
Total 9000 · Transfer OUT TO other classes

Total Expense
Net Income

printed: 2/22/12

FY2011 Budget
100.00
4,000.00
100.00
60.00
100.00
100.00
9,320.00

FY2011 Actual
100.00
4,000.00
100.00
60.00
100.00
100.00
9,320.00

Over/Under Bdgt
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

2,400.00
2,400.00

1,450.00
1,450.00

-950.00
-950.00

1,000.00
0.00

1,438.00
1,383.75
2,821.75
-65.54

1,821.75
-65.54

79,133.00

71,449.03

-7,683.97

0.00
2,000.00
500.00
2,500.00

241.44
2,000.00
500.00
2,741.44

241.44
0.00
0.00
241.44

81,633.00

74,190.47

-7,442.53

0.00

2,357.48

2,357.48

Pag

12 Months ending 5/31/11 from QBP 12/31/11)

8,124.00

Total 2700 · Transfer in FROM other classes

Total Income

2,058.00
4,786.00
6,844.00

81,633.00

400.00

770.00

110.00

73,509.00

150.00

150.00

73,359.00

3,550.00
69,809.00

FY2011 Budget

2700 · Transfer in FROM other classes
2711 - Donations to GF from (THRU) other classes
2712 · Michener Lect. to GF/insurance
2730 - Surplus Gathering/Walton
2732 · Gath/Walton to GF/insurance
2750 - Surplus Half Yearly Meeting
2752 · HYM to GF/insurance
2804 · from Trustee's Funds
2815 · for Bertsche Outreach Travel
2820 · for Secretary's Salary
Total 2804 · from Trustee's Funds

Total 2000 · Income

Total 2200 · Investment Earnings
2306 - Miscellaneous Income

2200 · Investment Earnings
2203 · Savings Account Interest

Total 2001 · Donations

Income
2000 · Income
2001 · Donations
2002 · Individual Donations
2003 · Meeting Donations
2060 · Donations Restricted Receipts

Cash Basis (

Southeastern Yearly Meeting
General Fund Income & Expense vs. Budget Performance
FY2011-eoy (June 2010 through May 2011)

76,547.95

8,068.73

2,013.69
4,680.04
6,693.73

95.00
110.00
0.00
770.00
0.00
400.00

68,479.22

86.02
1.08

86.02

68,392.12

1,395.46
66,746.66
250.00

FY2011 Actual

-5,085.05

-55.27

-44.31
-105.96
-150.27

95.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

-5,029.78

-63.98
1.08

-63.98

-4,966.88

-2,154.54
-3,062.34
250.00

Over/Under Bdgt
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FY 2011-2011

12 Months ending 5/31/11 from QBP 12/31/11)

Total 3000 · Administrative

3640 · Rent, Office & off-site Storage Unit
3700 · Repairs
3816 · Software
3840 · Telephone & Inet access
3860 · Travel - Administrative
3900 · Website
3641 · Rent/Fee - Shared Data Storage
3900 · Website
Total 3900 · Website

Expense
2999 · Expenses
3000 · Administrative
3001 · Bank Service Charges
3002 · Credit Card service fees
3080 · Duplication
3106 · Liability Insurance
3146 · Non-Profit Corporation Fee
3200 · Office Supplies
3270 · Payroll Expenses - Salary & Taxes
3271 · Payroll Expenses - Benefits
3380 · Postage/Shipping
3381 · Post Office Box rental
3400 · Office Equipment
3500 · Professional Svcs Fees
3526 · Accounting
Total 3500 · Professional Svcs Fees

Cash Basis (

-7,845.44

300.00

57,267.56

-101.00

99.00
100.00
199.00
65,113.00

0.00
-350.00
-300.00
91.69
-771.27

1,200.00
0.00
500.00
1,791.69
828.73

0.00

150.00
150.00

150.00
1,200.00
350.00
800.00
1,700.00
1,600.00

-18.65
-10.00
-4,191.22
-34.59
0.25
-123.39
-0.09
-795.40
-975.75
-2.00
-264.02

Over/Under Bdgt

1.35
0.00
1,508.78
1,365.41
61.25
456.61
44,129.91
4,204.60
624.25
60.00
185.98

FY2011 Actual

printed: 2/22/12

20.00
10.00
5,700.00
1,400.00
61.00
580.00
44,130.00
5,000.00
1,600.00
62.00
450.00

FY2011 Budget
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100.00
100.00
100.00
300.00
200.00
1,200.00
60.00
200.00
300.00
100.00
250.00
500.00
1,450.00
100.00
4,000.00
100.00
60.00
100.00
100.00
9,320.00

332.00
73.26
0.00
0.00
0.00
200.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
0.00
655.26

FY2011 Actual

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

-218.00
-26.74
-200.00
-50.00
-50.00
50.00
-50.00
-50.00
0.00
-50.00
-644.74

Over/Under Bdgt
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State of the Meeting Reports

8000 · Representative Travel

100.00
100.00
100.00
300.00
200.00
1,200.00
60.00
200.00
300.00
100.00
250.00
500.00
1,450.00
100.00
4,000.00
100.00
60.00
100.00
100.00
9,320.00

5000 · Donations to Organizations
5007 · AFSC
5008 · AFSC-SERO
5018 · Earlham School of Religion
5027 · FCNL
5028 · QEW
5037 · FGC
5038 · Florida Coalition for Peace & Justice
5047 · Florida Council of Churches
5048 · Florida Impact
5057 · Friends Journal
5061 · Friends Peace Teams
5067 · FUM (restricted to Projects)
5068 · FWCC
5077 · Pendle Hill
5078 · ProNica
5087 · Quaker Life
5187 - QUIP (Quakers United in Publishing)
5089 · QUNO
5097 · Wm Penn House
Total 5000 · Donations to Organizations

FY2011 Budget

550.00
100.00
200.00
50.00
50.00
150.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
1,300.00

12 Months ending 5/31/11 from QBP 12/31/11)

4000 · Committee Operating Expenses
4309 · Archives
4329 · Exec Cmte & IBM
4339 · Faith and Practice
4349 · Finance
4359 · Nominating
4369 · Peace and Social Concerns
4389 · Youth Committee
4399 · Worship and Ministry
4429 - Earthcare
4469 - Ministry on Racism
Total 4000 · Committee Operating Expenses

Cash Basis (
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FY2011-eoy (June 2010 through May 2011)
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12 Months ending 5/31/11 from QBP 12/31/11)

Net Income

Total Expense

9000 · Transfer OUT TO other classes
9002 - to GF for insurance
9005 · for Gathering Youth
9060 · for Triennial Travel Reserves
Total 9000 · Transfer OUT TO other classes

Total 2999 · Expenses

8500 · Contingency
8501 - C.A.P. Program, Current FY
8502 - Temp SEYM Staff Assistant, Current FY
Total 8500 · Contingency
2999 - Expenses - Other

8160 · Annual Representative
Total 8000 · Representative Travel

Cash Basis (

0.00

81,633.00

0.00
2,000.00
500.00
2,500.00

79,133.00

1,000.00
0.00

FY2011 Budget
2,400.00
2,400.00

Southeastern Yearly Meeting
General Fund Income & Expense vs. Budget Performance
FY2011-eoy (June 2010 through May 2011)

2,357.48

74,190.47

241.44
2,000.00
500.00
2,741.44

71,449.03

1,438.00
1,383.75
2,821.75
-65.54

FY2011 Actual
1,450.00
1,450.00

2,357.48

-7,442.53

241.44
0.00
0.00
241.44

-7,683.97

1,821.75
-65.54

Over/Under Bdgt
-950.00
-950.00
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Organization Reports

FCNL/Wm Penn House (Friends Committee on National Legislation)
Friends Committee on National Legislation Annual Meeting
Lobbying Day—A Perspective
by Eileen Zingaro
Although advised on what to expect at FCNL’s Annual Meeting in Washington D.C. held every
November, I was still not prepared for all that the 3 days had to offer. It is because of the vastness of this
experience that I have narrowed the scope of this reflexion to what is called “Lobbying Day”.
The “Us” in FCNL
First of all we need to remember that lobbying is what FCNL, a non partisan organization, does for us.
FCNL is governed by members of the Religious Society of Friends and a network grounded in Friends
meetings and churches around the country. FCNL’s network includes tens of thousands of people from
many different races, religions, cultures. “Every two years (before a new Congress takes office), Quaker
Meetings are asked to minute what issues they would like FCNL to take up. These minutes are then
forwarded to the FCNL General Committee for consideration as they prioritize their resources.
What Me? Lobby?
Many people who participate in Lobby Day for the first time question “Why me?” “What can I say that
is any more powerful than the next person?” It is exactly who we are as Quakers that makes us “perfect
lobbyists”. First of all, Quakers are not afraid to speak “truth to power.” This courage has identified us
through the centuries. We speak from out hearts- even politicians recognize this sincerity. We speak
the truth and very importantly--- our messages of peace, justice, social reform, community development,
have remained consistent for the last 60 years of FCNL’s presence. We have earned a reputation “On
The Hill” and among others of like mind that we do not waiver from supporting what is just and right.
Training for My “Mission”
Prior to going to D.C., participants were asked to set appointments with our Congressman. I arranged
to visit the offices of Representative Bill Young and Senator Mark Rubio. After emailing FCNL, a
staffer called telling me how delighted they were that I set the appointment with Senator Rubio who is
on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. The lobbying message is much stronger coming from a
constituent and they assured me that I would be joined by at least one person on staff at FCNL.
On Thursday morning, the first day of the Annual Meeting, we novice lobbyists gathered. In order to
provide training FCNL brought in outside speakers, gave us powerful printed material and kept the
floor open for questions. After a hearty lunch, we all headed for “The Hill”. Other members of SEYM
attended the Meeting; but because I was the sole Floridian participating in lobbying efforts the FCNL
folks took it upon themselves to ensure that a staffer would accompany me on my visits.
At both offices we met with the congressmen’s aides who were well informed and responsive. I first
thanked them for their work and then proceeded to discuss how congressional support of prevention of
deadly conflict would be advantageous to all peoples. Using my newly gained knowledge and Quaker
conviction, I made a case. I was specifically asking that the House approve funding for the Complex
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Crisis Fund and that the Senate sign on to a “Dear Colleague” letter to President Obama thanking him
for establishing a new Atrocities Prevention Board.
Making a Difference
If anyone looked at the FCNL web site to see how my congressmen voted, they might say that my
effort made no difference. To this I humbly reply that it is my opinion anyone who shows up and speaks
from the spirit makes a difference. We must be persistent, persuasive and passionate about making
the changes that are necessary in our government. As in the past, I intend to keep in touch with my
legislators in every way I can. I shall also continue to help FCNL which does so much to represent me
in influencing national legislation.
It was an incredible trip. Thanks to all of my Clearwater Friends for their encouragement.

QEW (Quaker Earthcare Witness)

Document in Advance
Southeastern Yearly Meeting - 2012
Report from Quaker Earthcare Witness Representatives
Our primary focus this year, in collaboration with the Earthcare Working
Committee of SEYM, has been continued seasoning of a nuclear minute for SEYM.
Our minute, based on the testimonies, was completed and presented at Winter
Interim Business Meeting. We are asking for further seasoning among SEYM Monthly
Meetings so the minute can be presented again at Yearly Meeting.
Our most recent QEW Meeting was held in October 2011 in Chicago. The topic
was food, with a series of fascinating speakers and time for worship sharing among the
participants. For many of us, it was a time of learning and of affirmation that our food
growing and consumption practices will need to change, and the reminder that such a
change can be both joyful and nourishing. Mary Jo was able to attend the meeting and
Jack and Barb attended virtually.
We are all serving in roles in QEW, with Jack going off as Clerk of Personnel
and moving into clerking the Development Committee. Barb is serving as Clerk of
Nominating and Mary Jo as Clerk of the Spiritual Nurturance Committee. Our work
in QEW brings us continual awareness of the emergency of climate change and the
challenge of developing our spiritual relationship with the Earth. We also find joy in
working with the QEW community of Friends who share our love for our Earth.

d
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Meeting Reports

Charleston MM…
Clearwater MM…
Clearwater Friends – 2011 State of the Meeting Report
This has been a year in which we have begun to explore and expand our role outside the meeting.

In March we hosted a Quarterly Meeting on the theme “I Am My Brother’s Keeper!” - Facing our
Ethical Obligations in Civic Affairs and Business with Edward Ericson as keynote speaker. In May
we had our first Quaker Quest workshop, the 50th in North America since the program began in
England in 2002. In October we held a First Day meeting for worship in a shelter in Anderson
Park, on the western shore of Lake Tarpon, that was followed by a retreat on Community led by
Joel Cook. In November we began a monthly series of meetings in Friend’s homes, with potluck
lunch or dinner depending on the time of day, followed by discussion of questions placed in a
bowl and drawn at random. Also in November a member attended the annual meeting of FCNL
in Washington and visited the offices of two Florida Congressmen, Representative Bill Young and
Senator Mark Rubio to lobby for House support of the Complex Crisis Fund and Senate approval
of the new Atrocities Prevention Board. Our web site has been redesigned to make it more
informative for seekers and more useful for us.

These activities have drawn us together in several ways. We are more aware of other’s needs, both
in the meeting and outside. Several members and attenders have been ill, had accidents or suffered
the loss of dear ones. We have held them in the light. The white Christmas collection of new men’s,
women’s and children’s socks and underwear for distribution by the Shepherd Center exceeded
our expectations. Preparing and serving lunch at the soup kitchen in Tarpon Springs continues. We
have reviewed how we welcome visitors to meeting, explain how we worship and what we do in
afterthoughts, and have revised the readings that seekers take away. A Peace and Social Concerns
Committee has been proposed which will help us to continue and expand our activities in 2012.
We have a better sense of who we are, and a greater confidence in what we do, as Friends.
We have also grown in size and have welcomed several new members and attenders. However,
there is much still to be done. If we decide to continue with Quaker Quest it could give us the
opportunity to increase our outreach and bring others to join us. A building of our own would
provide room for a first day school that would attract and support young parents. With space to
share with others we could also become a more tangible part of the community.
Approved Clearwater Friends Meeting. January 28, 2012
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Ft.Lauderdale MM…

Fort Lauderdale Friends Meeting

State of the Meeting Report - 2011

Fort Lauderdale Friends have had a year of activity and community. We welcomed
a new member this summer and, as a group, we have found energy and leadings for
many projects.
We initiated a consultation as part of the Friends World Committee for Consultation’s
discernment on Friend’s response to global change. We were joined by Friends from
Miami MM and Palm Beach MM, with videography provided by one of our attenders.
We recognized both the gravity and the opportunity of participating in this worldwide
process.
From that consultation came the idea for a garage sale to benefit Quaker Earthcare
Witness. We collected many donations and were able to make a large contribution to
the significant environmental work of QEW. The remaining items were donated to a
local charity. We welcomed a new member with a picnic and pool party at the end of
the day.
We have started a community building project - a snacks and movie night. We have
seen four interesting films and plan to continue this new custom.
Friends from Miami and Palm Beach Meetings joined us for another winter tri-county
picnic. We held a successful yard sale, and the funds were offered to our speaker, Paul
Andre Mondesir from American Friends Service Committee-SERO in Miami.
Like Friends everywhere, we were greatly impacted by the nuclear disaster in
Fukushima, Japan. We became clear that our lack of technical expertise did not
absolve us of the necessity of a response. We sought to make a statement of the heart
and approved a minute on August 14, 2011. We have been gratified by the affirmative
response to our minute, both nationally by QEW Friends and by SEYM Friends.
Our meetings for worship continue as warm and faithful to expectant waiting. We
began Quakerism 101 in December to deepen our understanding of Quakerism and
bring deeper spirituality to our meetings for worship.
Prepared by Mary Jo Klingel, clerk, and Fort Lauderdale Friends
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Ft Myers MM…

Spiritual State of the Meeting
Fort Myers Monthly Meeting
Minute 12MM01: The Spiritual State of Our Meeting: January 2012
This year, as we were reviewing the roles of the various committees, we realized that the
duties of our Hospitality Committee have seemed to naturally spread out. That Committee
simply does not have to worry about greeting newcomers and making them feel at home. Each
newcomer is immediately surrounded by many friendly faces. It’s comforting to know that some
responsibilities just come naturally to Friends.
While we feel some modicum of pride in our ability to welcome newcomers, we discerned
that a some of our family have a limited breadth of knowledge of Quakerism. Being too small
to organize a “Quakerism 101” series, our body instead instituted a program called “Friendly
Presence,” whereby anyone making known a desire to learn more about all things Quaker is
matched (by Ministry & Counsel Committee) to a seasoned Friend. And our Religious Education
Committee sponsored a series of Saturday potluck and discussion groups on various facets of
understanding “The Light.” These discussion groups were intended to benefit both seasoned and
new Friends.
Our Meeting’s monthly newsletter has become a more and more useful tool in our family. We
have a dedicated editor who is supported by many willing contributors.
Once again in 2011, the women of the Meeting held a retreat. This year’s retreat carried the theme
“Trusting in the light,” with the sub-themes “Seeking the Light” and “Sharing the Light.” The
retreat continues to be a cherished part of our calendar. The Men also held a retreat. But, while
a meaningful event for those attending, it was much more sparcely attended than the women’s
retreat, and may go into hiatus.
Only a small number within our Meeting are actively involved with the wider circle of Friends
– SEYM, FGC, etc. However, these Friends keep us aware not only of the content of these other
bodies’ programs, but also of the spirit of them. We are most happy that one of our younger
members attended the Friends General Conference gathering in Grinnell, Iowa. And another one
of our young adults is exploring the possiblity of working within the AFSC.
Not unlike many of our sister Florida Meetings, a substantial portion of our family is comprised
of seasonal residents. Even though we have to share these Friends with other Meetings, they
nevertheless commit themselves fully to this Meeting while they are with us.
Individual Friends have long been committed to various peace and social concerns. However, it
had been several years since we had a formal Peace & Social Concerns Committee. In 2011 we
overcame this hurdle and have an active committee. The Committee is dedicated to keeping us
aware of various peace and justice issues – both on the local and larger planes, and to supporting
individual Friend’s ministries in peace and socal justice.
Iona House at the Calusa Nature Center remains a right fit for us. In lieu of paying rent, we budget
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both financial and human resources to maintain and improve the building – a turn-of-the-20th
century one-room school house now on the grounds of the Center. Our non-total-control over
the use of the building forces creativity in finding other venues for some Meeting activities. As
a result, our Meeting may find itself using its members’ homes more often than other Meetings.
Nevertheless, the sharing of the facility with other groups seems the right thing to do. And
worshipping in the midst of mother nature is quite a bonus.
This year, we have been blessed by growth in participation of young adults. It is amazing how
much the presence of younger faces adds to the sense of “complete community.”
Our community of Friends is most diverse – politically, theologically, socially. In spite of this
diversity – perhaps in a way because of it – we believe we are maturing as a commuinty. We
believe we treat each other with kindness and love, and we try to support each other as we follow
our respective paths to connection with Spirit.
Approved First month 8, 2012, at the Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business.

Gainesville MM…

Gainesville Friends Meeting
Spiritual State of the Meeting Report 2012
Gainesville Friends Meeting is in a healthy period of self-examination. We are looking
at our business practices, asking ourselves about outreach, and wondering if we are
welcoming to all. To examine the way we have always done things, we invited participation
and feedback from those who attend our meeting by holding forums, worship sharings,
and discussions about ourselves and our community.
We have experienced losses and we ask ourselves, “Are we providing opportunities
for grieving?”
We have explored our role in the wider Gainesville community and we ask ourselves,
“Are we seeking Light to enlighten our responsibilities to meet broader needs in our
present era?” “Should we anticipate more requests to help in light of the current economic
conditions?” “Should we set money aside for this?” “Can we find time to participate more
fully in the wider community activities, needs, and events?”
Other concerns voiced recently include
“Do we do enough for others?”
“Does the Meeting have financial integrity?”
“How effectively do we reach out to those in need in our Meeting?”
“Do we need a Committee for Sufferings?”
We acknowledge that Meeting for Worship is the center of our Meeting and a part of
all that we do and all that we are as individuals and as a group. But worship is not the only
important point on our Quaker path. The centeredness and unity that worship provides
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needs to be experienced and maintained in our committee and business meetings, as well
as during all the other interactions that are integral to our Quaker experience. For many
of us Friends, it is our relationships in Meeting that provide opportunity to challenge
ourselves to live our faith.
We have made important strides in our First Day School and would like to attract
more young families. But as with everything, we can look at the glass half full or half empty.
We continue to have amazing young families and wonderful children in our Meeting. These
young people bring new ideas and new energy. But, as is the nature of our modern life
and the natural life cycles, young families and growing children move on to follow their
life paths, having enriched all of our lives. Then, wonderful surprise, new young families
find their way to our door.
A continuing concern, of course, is Meeting attendance. We have Friends who travel
to come to Meeting; we have Friends with busy lives and family obligations. We are so
grateful for those who come to Meeting and participate in our Meeting community any
way they can. We need everyone.
In all of this we recognize that God’s presence is felt in ways beyond words.

Approved 2/12/12
Submitted by Clerk Annie McPherson
Golden Isle WG…
Hilton Head WG…
Halifax…
Jacksonville MM…
SPIRITUAL STATE OF JACKSONVILLE MEETING FOR 2011 - FINAL
It has been a year with a lot of changes: new recording clerk, new clerk, updated website, new Christmas
tradition, and new treasurer. The clerk is learning to recognize and express the sense of the meeting, and she
asks for our input and for all to use our clerking consciousness. In the past year, we’ve opened all doors and
windows. We’ve felt led to do so, yet we don’t know what’s going to be coming in and going out. We haven’t
experienced the scariness dropping our defenses might mean for us.
Even so, we know that something stronger might be coming through these changes. There’s a sense wanting to
grow, wanting to be more, wanting to deepen our spirituality, wanting to be more supportive, wanting to be more
connected to each other (when most of us live far from one another).
A new Friend says that what would nourish her in meeting would be: a real sense of fellowship; an invitation to
stay, visit, and learn about Quakerism; educational activities; and discussions after meeting about what was felt or
said. Others of us echo those feelings.
There are precious children in our Meeting, but until recently none of us has regularly nurtured a First Day School
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for them. During much of 2011, a teenager who needs First Day School herself volunteered to be with the three
children during worship time. Now several Friends have expressed the hope to begin First Day School for adults
as well as children, together with intergenerational meetings for learning.
We are strengthening our sense of meeting community as a safe place, as a true home for seekers to find peace
and soul again when they gets lost in the world. Part of our challenge is that we come together for refuge and
safety for different reasons, seeking and defending ourselves from different things. How do we help each other
feel some safety in voicing hurts, discomforts and resentments? We sometimes feel that we are a meeting of
individuals rather than a community, and yet there’s a hunger for community.
We are still learning how to do a collective search for God, God’s presence and God’s leading. A part of the
challenge is that some of us use “God language” and others do not. How do we help each other to hear our
deepest leadings, how do we learn to hear each other, past these differences of language?
In reading last year’s Spiritual State of the Meeting Report, we recognize we’ve had some really strong
movements in directions we wanted. We have invited a different kind of process for meeting for business, and we
have become more attentive to needs of others, for example by realizing that we need a different place to gather
so all can attend meeting. We’re testing possible new meeting places.
During this next year, we want to welcome and help each other more in the sharing of spoken ministry during
meeting for worship. One Friend new to Quakerism feels intimidated by Quaker expression of words and so
seldom speaks in meeting, asking, “How do I express myself while using Quaker wording?” Another long-time
Friend said Quaker terminology (such as “Conservative” and “liberal”) may be a barrier to understanding. We are
still learning how to discern what is worth saying in meeting and where a message comes from. May we help
each other become more comfortable so that we are led to speak, feeling the courage to do that, and able to
listen to ourselves as we speak.
New attenders have found Jacksonville Meeting. Some attenders have come to meeting for a while and “drunk
at the well,” then moved on (which has been a common aspect of Jacksonville Meeting throughout our 50+ year
history). This year, though, more new attenders are staying and bringing their children. We also hope to get out
more in the community to serve and also to grow our membership.
The clerk notes: “How different people are! Some move fast, others, slow. What’s the Lord going to do with this?”
She says that the Lord responds: “All voices are heard.” The clerk feels led by God to be the new clerk and says,
“The meeting isn’t changing because I am clerk; I’m clerk because the meeting is changing.”
Until recently, we have needed to give little concern to the Meeting’s financial status. When the treasury is low,
the treasurer alerts Friends, and Friends come through, paying for the necessities. However, we have been
ambivalent about our obligation to pay the full Yearly Meeting apportionment, primarily due to SEYM’s large
budget item for donations to outside organizations. Our preference has been to let our members and attenders
make personal donations to the organization of their choice. We are now revisiting this matter, in order to move
forward in this area of community building.
Over the past five or so years, we have acknowledged in our reports that we have been struggling with a loss of
grounding as a meeting. Last year, we observed that Friends have “gone through more-than-usual challenges
with health, family, deaths, and other crises, and we have been there for each other.” This past year again has
had some losses but many gains. Now we are starting to see a new burst of energy - a revitalization - in our
Meeting. More Friends are interested in exploring participation in our Yearly Meeting activities. Change is in the air
and in our Meeting! Change, however, is hard, and can challenge beliefs and values. But change is essential for
life to continue; and this Meeting wants to live.

Key West WG…
Lake Wales WG…
Managua WG…
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Miami MM…

Miami Friends State of the Meeting Report, First Month, 2011
In 2011 the Miami Friends meeting for worship saw a gratifying increase in attendance,
delighting in the participation of children as well as new adult attenders. There were no new
members, and one death, long time member Gordon Foster.
Our first day school program continues to thrive with the participation of new children
and activities that stress cooperation and sharing responsibility as well as fun and friendship.
This year our meeting has maintained engagement with our Yearly Meeting. Miami
Friends have served on SEYM committees and have attended and participated in Yearly
Meeting, Half-Yearly Meeting, and the Interim Business Meetings. One of our joys has been
offering hospitality on many levels to visiting Friends, strengthening our Quaker community in
its wider range.
The meeting is financially sound, even though we incurred some extra expenses in
making improvements to both of our properties as required for their county recertification
inspections. We continue to support our occupants in Bartram house as they sometimes struggle
to survive in difficult financial times. The Bilingual Cooperative Preschool continues to have a
fully enrolled and active program. At the Meeting House we continue to offer space to a half
dozen community groups for regular meeting times, and as many more on an as needed basis,
ranging from twelve step groups, the recorder players, the young violinists, and the Tibetan
Library, to occasional social action work groups.
Beautification of our grounds was undertaken in cooperation with TREEmendous Miami,
an organization that seeks to promote the use of native plants in landscaping. Through the efforts
of Kathy Hersh we were able to obtain a grant from Quaker Earthcare Witness to cover part of
the expenses. In a series of workdays, Miami friends -- both children and adults -- worked with
members of TREEmendous to thin and tend existing trees and plants, and to create a new
butterfly garden to grace the front entrance to the meeting house. And with the continued labors
and contribution of truckloads of rock by Gwladys Scott, our parking is freed from rainy season
lagoons. Andrea Walsh coordinated a redesign and refurbishment of our kitchen, which was
long overdue. Thanks to modular cabinetry from Ikea, and plenty of volunteer labor, the
installation was completed in record time and on a very low budget. We look forward to the
wonderful hospitality and fellowship that will flow from the new kitchen for years to come.
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Ocala…
Orange City WG
Orlando MM…
Palm Beach MM…
Palm Beach Month Meeting
Spiritual State of the Meeting Report
Twelfth Month 2011
Friends from Palm Beach Monthly Meeting have gathered in two worship-sharing sessions to discern the
spiritual state of the Meeting, using the following queries to guide this process:
• How is God’s presence being experienced in our Meeting?
• Are there places where the Meeting needs to reach more fully for the light?
• How well do our Meetings for Worship with a Concern for Business reflect right order and
lead to a search for the good of the whole community?
• How well does the committee process work?
• Do you have other reflections on the current condition of the Meeting—places where you see new
life emerging, loss or sadness that you want to share?
• Where do you find hope in the Meeting and in our spiritual life?
God’s presence is felt in the silence and peace of the Meeting for Worship. One Friend expressed gratitude
for the opportunity to be as close as possible to God in a worshipful space. Friends also feel God’s presence
in our interactions with one another. We see people genuinely engaging with each other in spite of our
“wrinkles”. We nurture one another by caring for the children who come to Meeting, in celebrating one
another’s joys, in sharing one another’s sorrows. We are able to look past the need for surface “liking” to
find love for one another. One Friend sees us responding to God’s presence in our capacity for tolerance.
Our Meeting is welcoming to those with differing opinions, leading newcomers to report that “everybody
accepts me as I am.” A new attender during the winter months notes that she has particularly enjoys this
Meeting because of the way we care for one another. A longtime member declares “as we hold hands in
the circle at potluck, I find myself saying to myself ‘Thank you, God, for my tribe.’ ”
In considering ways in which the Meeting falls short in reaching for the Light, a Friend noted that there
is always room to grow in spirit. Another observed that the Meeting in general needs to cultivate a sense
of gratitude. Too often, we tend to focus on what needs to be fixed. We need to recognize that Meetings
change and to accept the Meeting as it is. Flexibility is the key. Mindfulness in dealing with conflict is
important. There will always be new conflicts to face and we need to be sensitive to the inevitable conflicts
that arise. The Meeting should focus more on “prosperity consciousness”, on developing faith that “the
Lord will provide.” There was concern about dwindling attendance and lack of energy. We live harried and
hurried lives. Often we need help when we come to Meeting for Worship to settle in. Perhaps reading a
query aloud would help. We need to reach out more into the community, witnessing and teaching Quaker
values. It is important to reach out to newcomers, helping them on their journey to find a spiritual home.
We need to continue to explore how the Light works in Quaker process, it isn’t easy and requires that we
continue helping one another to learn and practice it.
For the most part, Friends feel we are improving in our efforts to conduct Meetings for Worship with a
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Concern for Business in right order. We have become much more respectful of one another. We need to
encourage better attendance at the meetings. Too often we forget that Meetings for Business is worship,
part of our devotional life. Quaker process is new to many and a learning curve is necessary. We must
have patience to allow understanding to grow. We need to cultivate the use of silence more in our business
meetings, allowing more space between speakers for reflection. We are trying, but we could do better.
In our business meetings we need to cultivate a sense of acting on behalf of the good of the whole
community.
While the input at a particular meeting reflects only that group of individuals, it is important to remember
the decisions are being made for the whole community. Clerk needs to continually frame issues with the
question “What is the best course for the larger whole?” Steps that have been taken to bring information to
the membership have been helpful—information in the newsletter, the sending out of agendas and minutes
before and after meetings, and reminders of upcoming events. When speaking to a particular issue at business
meeting, we need to ask ourselves “Is my contribution truly ‘spirit led’?” Each Meeting for Worship with a
Concern for Business is an opportunity for renewal. We don’t need to fret over past behavior. Each meeting
gives us a new challenge. One Friend observed “I feel Meeting abides in me. We abide in one another,
holding one another up.” Another noted “Quakers set a high bar for themselves. We need to be reminded
that we are called to be faithful, not necessarily to be successful.” There is need for forbearance for one
another and for ourselves. It is helpful to remind ourselves that each day is a new beginning.
Friends were in unity that the committee process in our Meeting can be improved. One Friend observed
“I’m not sure we look at committee work as part of our service for God, as spiritual work. It should be
a worship experience, part of the Quaker process.” There was a concern that we are too ready to replace
doing the
spiritual work of a committee with social camaraderie. It is important that our decisions be led by the
Holy Spirit. Committee work continues to be done by a few regulars. How well do Friends understand
that Committees are where the work of the Meeting is done? What priority do PBMM Friends place on
committee work? Friends also felt that we have increased our awareness of what committees should be
doing, especially in the Ministry and Care & Counsel committees. Committee reporting has improved and
nearly all items come to business meeting already seasoned in committee. A big concern is how to bring
new people into the process. Friends expressed appreciation for the experience they have gained in Quaker
process through committee work, noting that these experiences are valuable in making them more effective
in the wider world. A new Friend remarked that she was led to Quakerism, in part, by the skills she saw in
a national organization’s leader who was a Quaker.
Friends expressed both concerns and joys about the current condition of the Meeting. There was great
sadness
at the death of our Friend, Jan Hamilon. There was the joy of seeing new faces in Meeting for Worship.
There are concerns about poor attendance at Meetings for Learning and Meetings for Business, as well as
the lack of young people in the Meeting. The development of a series of First Day School lessons and the
gathering of a team of teachers, bringing renewed service to children who may come to us, gives rise to
joy. Friends asked “do we follow up on people we haven’t seen for awhile and on Friends at a distance?
Can we do more to mentor the Treasure Coast Worship Group? Could we do more to promote use of the
Meetinghouse by outside groups, providing an opportunity to reach out into the community? Can we
advertise better who we are?” A long-time
Friend observed, “We are good at helping each other in times of crisis, but it’s the daily walk together that
is most challenging.”
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Friends expressed the feeling that there are many grounds for hope in our Meeting. It is reflected by our
gathering together in these meetings to ask ourselves difficult questions, and in our willingness to try to
work with whatever comes our way. There is a sense that our spiritual life is growing and healthy. We are
really trying to stay faithful. The Meeting has made an effort this year to address difficult issues which
would be easier to ignore. We delight in and support the work of individual Friends in their service to the
community and to the world. Over the years the Meeting has become kindlier and more spiritual and darned
good in times of crisis! We are trying to become more mindful of the responsibilities of membership in
the Meeting. We are increasing our efforts to be good stewards of the Meeting’s financial resources. There
is hope in our willingness to try new things and to continue to seek opportunities for growth, recognizing
the need to reconsider our definition of a successful venture. Anything that nourishes even two or three of
us can also nourish the Meeting. We have to remember that the main reason for being here is for Meeting
for Worship, about worship and deepening worship. There is hope for the Meeting in the fact that we are
actually viable and meeting every week. Our Meeting elder observed “It’s amazing to have a Friends’
Meeting in Florida! We are bound to wax and wane. It’s always going to be that way just because of where
we live. We are such a transient place with a lot of coming and going, but we’re still here!”
Ann Kelley
Clerk, 1011

Sarasota MM…
Savannah MM…

Savannah Monthly Meeting: State of the Meeting, January 2012
Savannah Friends continue to meet on the third floor of Trinity United Methodist Church,
Telfair Square, in the historic district. During 2011 full members increased from six to eight when one
attender applied for membership and another transferred her membership. The meeting also has nine
regular attenders who participate fully in the life of the meeting. Members and attenders include three
artists, a professional musician, a lawyer, a college librarian, the owners of the local health food store,
operations manager of the local public radio station, and others with educational, managerial, or business
experience. Our meetings for worship during the past year were also enriched by visits from traveling
Friends, tourists, students, occasional attenders from Statesboro (an hour away), a Marine seeking
civilian status (successfully), and a member of Occupy Savannah.
Meetings for worship tend to be meditative, sometimes totally silent, with few speakers. But this
tendency seems to meet the spiritual needs of members and attenders who settle, clear their minds, put
things into perspective, and are led to creative ideas, decisions, and courses of action. This mysterious
way the Spirit operates in our meeting seems to be a powerful cohesive force.
The sense of community carries over to lunch after meeting in one of Savannah’s many
restaurants, to social events (such as potlucks, book group discussions, and movie outings), to monthly
religious education, and to monthly meeting for worship with a concern for business. These events, in
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contrast to meeting for worship, tend to be highly voluble, full of enthusiasm, interaction, and humor.
The tendency can sometimes interfere with keeping strictly to business but does encourage openness,
flexibility, and involvement of everyone.
Business conducted by the meeting included increasing our charitable giving in a bad economic
time, supporting the young woman trying to get out of the Marines, supporting a researcher investigating
hunger in upper Ghana, collabo-rating with Jacksonville Monthly Meeting to arrange and host
workshops by Jerry Knutson, and appointing a membership clerk (Mary Sanders) to keep up-to-date
contact information on members and attenders. The meeting also works to improve communication via
a bimonthly newsletter and meeting e-mail messages.
Religious education included presentations on images of worship, African-American artist Faith
Ringgold, early Quaker history, the influence of Greek philo-sophy on early Christianity, and “The
Cellist of Sarajevo” (a musical presentation). The book group discussed Barbara Kingsolver’s Prodigal
Summer, Patrick Gale’s Notes from an Exhibition, Michael Pollan’s In Defense of Food: An Eater’s
Manifesto, and Salman Rushdie’s Shame and is now reading Geraldine Brooks’s March.
Our meeting reached out to the wider community in various ways. Eleven members and
attenders volunteered to help Trinity United Methodist Church feed almost 300 homeless people
Christmas breakfast. Mary Alpern gave a presentation on Quakerism to the Unitarian Universalist
Church, which sent a contingent of young people to visit our meeting. Jonathan Harwell, a Statesboro
visitor, made a presentation on the history of Quakerism in our area, which is the subject of his master’s
thesis. Joe Guy represented our meeting at the Palmetto Friends annual gathering.
Sandy and Harold Branam represented SEYM at the annual meeting of American Friends
Service Committee, and Harold published poems in SEYM Journal, Friends Journal, Ars Medica
(Toronto), and on the Merton Institute website. Liz and Frank Perch served on the Central Committee
of Friends General Conference. Our meeting and individual members also donated to such Quaker
organizations as Friends Journal, Friends Committee on National Legislation, and American Friends
Service Committee.
Current matters of concern in our meeting are (1) reaching out to attract more young people,
including children, and (2) reaching out to nearby worship groups and isolated Friends.
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Space Coast MM…
State of the Meeting
In considering the state of our meeting, we focused on the query, ”How do we support each
other as members of our beloved community?”
The Meeting for Worship is the most important aspect of our Meeting in bringing us together;
coming together in worship is the primary way we support each other. The Meetings for
Worship don’t work as well for our young Friends, and social gatherings are more important
for them. Concern was expressed for how to support Friends when they need assistance due
to illness, injury, or for other reasons. Concern was expressed about Friends not knowing
when others in the Meeting need assistance when they are sick or otherwise in need. Friends
present would like to be supportive of others in the Meeting in need. Interest was also
expressed in sharing spiritual journeys and having opportunities to dialog about spiritual
matters.
We continue meeting in the winters at the Universalist Unitarian Friendship Fellowship in
the Rockledge/Viera area. In January, Cece Yocum came to lead a workshop on the Friends
Peace teams at the Friendship Fellowship. The workshop was received with enthusiasm by
all participants, and we wholeheartedly thank Cece for coming, and bringing granddaughter
Jocelyn Benton with her.

St. Petersburg MM…
Tallahassee MM…
Tallahassee Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
2011 Report on the Spiritual State of the Meeting
Spirit has moved in different ways through our meetings for worship this year, inviting us to trust and
to practice humility. Friends find that as they grow into the practice of silent worship, it helps them
deepen. Vocal ministry has been rich and varied. We are reminded that the discipline of discerning and
transmitting the distilled essence of messages arising from silent worship is an ongoing labor of faith.
Attendance at meetings for worship has ranged from fewer than 20 to about 45 this year.
Between 2 and 5 young Friends usually participate in First Day School, ranging in age from 2 to
10. First Day School lessons usually center around age-appropriate stories from the Bible or other
sources with spiritual themes that the children can relate to or simply enjoy. The Teen Friends, usually
1 or 2, meet separately to share a time of discussion with an adult moderator, usually led by the teens
themselves. Topics include current events and school-related activities, and how these can be addressed
through a spiritual lens. We appreciate the individuals who have led our cherished teens and younger
friends throughout this past year.
As the discipline of worship deepens each of us, so the discipline of meeting with others deepens
relationships in our meeting community. The Meeting’s commitment to Quaker Quest-inspired inreach
activities has led to a number of second-hour sessions this past year including a recent one on “Music
and My Spiritual Experience”. Friends appreciate the gift of self-revelation and stories of spiritual
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struggles (and not-obviously-spiritual struggles) that these entail, and the opportunities for worshipsharing. We find ourselves enriched, even energized, when we engage in decision making with Love
and purposeful attention, and avoid falling victim to the authority of hierarchy, and sometimes are able
to bring this Love and attention to our efforts “in the world.” Those of us who attend yearly meeting
sessions recognize the power of a community seeking and finding unity under the Spirit, and attempt to
bring something of this discipline to our monthly meetings for worship with a concern for business. We
appreciate that individuals take responsibility for various roles in meeting (committees and clerks,
teachers and greeters, dish washers and work-day volunteers).  
Where does supporting each other end and witnessing in or to the wider community begin? The Meeting
joined in an initiative suggested by one of our own, and sponsored a concert by the group “emma’s
revolution,” which benefitted Tallahassee’s homeless shelter and gave us the opportunity to hear the
Spirit-led musical duo. Our Peace & Social Concerns Committee took under its care the worship group
started and maintained by prisoners at the Federal Correctional Institution near Marianna, Florida, and
three of us worship regularly in the prison. (Another Friend corresponds with an inmate.) The love and
appreciation bestowed on the outside participants far exceeds the effort given – it makes us wonder what
spiritual truths motivate the ‘visit those in prison’ directive in the Gospel of Matthew (chapter 25). One
of our attenders lives in an assisted living group home; with the deft guidance of her mother, the meeting
provides gifts for those residents who receive neither visits nor assistance from family.
This year we supported a college-aged member who provided labor at (and funds for) a Friends Peace
Teams work camp in Rwanda. Several of us have participated in Occupy Tallahassee and two of us
visited Occupy Wall Street the day before tents were destroyed and banished. One of us continues to be
deeply involved with the aftermath of last year’s Gulf of Mexico oil disaster. For the first time this year
we hosted a Southeastern Yearly Meeting (SEYM) youth canoe outing, and we gathered at two meeting
retreats (in January and October) featuring resource-people both from within our community and the
wider Friends world.  And this year there was always the quiet (and nutritious) witness of the Meeting’s
vegetable and fruit garden that can be seen (or savored) as you enter the meetinghouse grounds.
One young member joined Tallahassee Friends Meeting as an adult this year and several other
memberships are in process. Friends continue to find it very meaningful to serve on clearness
committees for membership; it is a precious opportunity to get to know someone better. Two members
now living in Pennsylvania transferred their memberships to their local meeting. We mourned the death
of a former member, and the deaths of family members and friends.
Much of the material for this report was gathered during a Second Hour sharing which manifested many
of the positive qualities we experience in our community. Two first time attenders sat through the entire
session. The questions we used to guide our Second Hour sharing are the same as we have used for
several years:
1. How has Meeting for Worship nurtured my spiritual growth?
2. How has Meeting for Business and other meeting activities both nurtured and challenged my
spiritual growth?
3. How have we supported each other over the past year as members of this beloved community?
4. What was our Meeting’s witness to the wider community in the last year?
In the Light,
Jim Meade, Clerk
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Tampa MM…

TAMPA MONTHLY MEETING
SPIRITUAL STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT 2011
Our Spiritual State of the Meeting report arose from a discernment in which we were asked to
consider how Spirit has moved among us in the past year, both as a Meeting and as individuals.
This report tries to faithfully record both our current understanding as well as the questions that
underlie our continuing journey as a community of seekers.
Has there been a deepening and strengthening of the sense of the Divine Presence in our
midst during the past year? Do we feel a sense of our individual spirits fusing into an
undivided group as we worship? Do our meetings for worship with a concern for business
lead to a corporate search for and revelation of God’s truth? Do we leave our Meeting
filled with a sense of love and peace and courage to meet the challenge of Spirit filled
living?
We long for a deepening and strengthening of our worship. We recognize our experience of
worship to be inconsistent and feel a need to listen more deeply, to spend more time in
preparation for worship, to better help newcomers understand and participate in our worship, and
to commit more fully as individuals to those practices we know can help us strengthen and
deepen our corporate worship.
We struggle with our understanding of what is required of us in conducting our business under
the guidance of the Spirit. We often tend to discuss rather than to listen and seek to understand
how we might be led by the Spirit. Again, we realize a need to more fully prepare to participate
in this process. We need to be mindful of the gifts brought by the clerk and recording clerk and
recognize their ability and faithfulness in guiding us.
Our worship provides solace, encouragement and often a sense of renewal which many find vital
to supporting their commitment to live as Friends in our difficult world. We are nourished to
provide ministry in various ways beyond our Meeting community. Our ability to witness to the
truth of the path of love, peace and Spirit-filled living is grounded in our corporate worship.
Do we find our vocal ministry Spirit led?
"It seems that the only one who can judge that is the individual who speaks." We understand
vocal ministry to be a product of careful discernment which brings the Friend led to speak to a
place where the message is not about what one wants to say but a sharing of what God is asking
for the Meeting to hear. The phrase "It has been given to me to say..." is helpful in that process.
We do not fear silence and are often fed by the weighty silence that is worship. We continue to
seek to grow in our understanding of how we as individuals and as a Meeting know when we are
Spirit -led.
Treasure Coast WG…
Winter Park MM…
Friends Meeting of Ocala…

t

Make a joyful noise at every opportunity to all ye lands.
Serve God with gladness: come before All with singing.
Know ye that the Universe hath made us and not we ourselves;
we are the people, and the sheep of the pasture.
Enter into the gates with thanksgiving and be thankful unto our Light,
For the Universe is good; mercy is everlasting; and truth endureth to all generations.

[Psalm 100]
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WEDNESDAY PM

Executive Committee Meeting: 2:30-5:30 pm
Room 2 off Auditorium; all are welcome to attend
Registratration desk Auditorium; registration,
information, DIAs, schedules, youth permissions, etc.

THEME:

Make a Joyful Noise at Every Opportunity
WALTON LECTURER: Tom Neilson

Welcome Address/1st Workshop: 7:00-8:30

Bring your guitars, keyboards, and violins and we’ll share
our favorite songs for social change. Original songs are
strongly encouraged.

THURSDAY AM
Bring your paper and pencil and a rhyming dictionary
if you have one. We’ll briefly discuss the songwriting
process and identify some social issues; then break into
groups or work solo and write songs.Then perform
them.

Annual plenary sessions
Youth Programs
Workshops, interest groups, activities, recreation

SATURDAY Evening

Spiritual Journey Through music
Tom Neilson
SUNDAY
Final Yearly Business Meeting session with presentation
of youth epistles, Meeting for Worship, camp clean-up.
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Earthcare............................................6
Racism................................................7
Faith & Practice....................................7
Finance Committee ..............................8
Proposed Budget............................. 9-10
Nominating................................... 11-12
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FCNL/Wm Penn House.................... 22-23
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Clerk’s Letter of Welcome.........................1
Agendas..............................................2-4
Reminder to assist Recording Clerk............4
Locating IBM & YBM DIAs & Minutes...........5
FIBM Numbered Minutes...........................5
WIBM Numbered Minutes.........................5

Officer Reports
Treasurer’s FY 2010-11 Report......... 15-16
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2nd Workshop: 10:00-11:45 noon

48th Annual Walton Lecture 7:00-8:30 pm:
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