Southeastern Yearly Meeting

Gathering 2019 Program Descriptions
Walton Lecture & Retreats, Workshops, Table Talk

the 2019 Walton Lecture

Saturday, April 20  7:00 pm  Auditorium

Taking off the Masks: Undoing White Supremacy as Spiritual Practice
presented by Lucy Duncan & Noah White. Lucy and Noah --- as a white woman and a bi-cultural man --- will tell
stories of how the socialization of white supremacy was taught to us, and explore our journey toward deeper
awareness and mutual liberation. Through deeply personal stories, they will delve into the dynamics of growing up in
a system that uses us to perpetuate and receive harm---in our families, communities, and society --- and explore the
sometimes quite intimate way white supremacy is transmitted and the healing that has happened for each of them.
They will talk about their shared work in the Quaker community to hold others as they struggle toward and resist
their liberation.

Retreat #1:

Wednesday, April 17  7 – 8:30 pm  Auditorium

Privilege Walk Noah White will facilitate an exploration of our individual proximity to privilege and the
disastrous impact it has on our collective ability to foster a beloved community. Through identifying privileges, and
the ways they operate internally, participants will be led to connect to the visceral ways our bodies carry the impact
even when our minds use reason and logic to white-splain. Participants will be encouraged to compare/contrast
their idea of community and the world we live in.

Retreat #2:

Saturday, April 20  10:00 – 11:45 am  Auditorium

Changing Systems, Changing Ourselves: Undoing Racism for
Accompaniment & Resistance Lucy Duncan will take us through an examination of ourselves as
participants in the system of white supremacy and look at how we become powerful agents for racial justice. She
will discuss patterns of white folks’ engagement with naming/seeing racism that block forward movement, including
white fragility and other group dynamics; and how to use mindful self-reflection to interrupt internalized racial
patterns. She will explore the theology and practice of accompanying grassroots organizations led by those most
impacted by injustice. We will explore real life examples to make the content vivid. (This retreat is targeted for white
folks, but people of color are welcome. The material is created for a white/ally audience).

Workshop Descriptions

(In Alphabetical Order)

Format Key:
•
Worship – Self Explanatory
•
Recreation – Self Explanatory
•
Workshop – usually 50% or more is interactive
•
Presentation - lecture, video, etc. with 20% or less interaction (mostly Q&A)
•
Facilitated discussion – with no more than 10-15 minutes of presentation

Bible Study #4: Meeting For Worship With Attention To Bible Reading In this workshop,
we will rise when led and read a few Bible verses. Speakers are encouraged to leave silence between readings. We
will let the Bible speak for itself and not comment. Please bring your Bible. This is the 4th of four Bible study
workshops that you are encouraged to bring to your Monthly Meeting.
Leader: Jerry Knutson (Orlando MM & Monongalia MM WV) was a residential student for 1.3 years at Pendle
Hill and has an MDiv from Earlham School of Religion.
Where/When: Room 1, Friday, 2:45-4:00 pm Format: Workshop
For more information: (text preferred) 407-595-4880; almostluddite@yahoo.com
CAPP (Child Abuse Protection Program) Training The Training for those wishing to become
SEYM CAPP-Registered Youth Workers. Attendance at this training is limited to those who have pre-submitted
applications.
Leader: Vicki Mariner, CAPP Coordinator. For More Information: 850-421-6111; vmariner@gmail.com
Where/When: Friday 2:45 – 4:00 pm, Room 4.
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Chanting

This simple form of sacred music, sung as a group with improvised harmony, creates a richly
worshipful space. Come sing, move, or simply listen -- no particular musical ability is necessary.
yyacoordinator@seymquakers.org
Leader: Kody Hersh, SEYM Youth and Young Adult Coordinator (Miami MM) experienced his first chanting
workshop at the Friends General Conference Gathering in 2008. Since falling in love with the music, form, and
spirit of worship created by sacred chant, he has led or co-led a chanting workshop for SEYM Friends
Where/When: Saturday, 4:15-5:30 PM, Chapel (between the dining room and lake)
Format: Worship (Middle School to Adult)
For More Information: 786-246-2566; every year.

Climate Gentrification: Where Will Quakers Go? With sea level rise, sinking land, hurricanes, … the
Florida peninsula is shrinking. Formerly undesired land is becoming more attractive to developers, often displacing
marginalized or vulnerable communities! During this workshop participants will identify communities in their
worship areas that may be threatened by displacement due to public or private development projects. We will
discuss the impacts of displacement and possible ways to address these. For example: increase the availability of
affordable housing.
Leader: Beverly Ward, (Tampa MM) SEYM Field Secretary for Earth care and member of Earth care
committee.
Where/When: Room 2, Friday 4:15 – 5:30 PM Format: Workshop
For More Information: 813-928-8823 fsearthcare@seymquakers.org
Collaborative Strategies For Conflict Resolution Conflicts are universal features of human

interaction. After discussing definitions of conflict, we’ll explore the various types and levels of conflict that we may
experience or observe. Next, we’ll discuss when to use collaborative conflict resolution strategies. We’ll plan to
consider some procedures for resolving conflicts, and then analyze some conflict scenarios. For each scenario, we’ll
identify some strategies that we would like to try, and work toward an outcome that satisfies all parties.
Leader: Brian Humphrey, Fort Lauderdale MM. This is an update of a 2015 workshop for an American Friends
Service Committee conference on police violence, held in Fort Lauderdale; and a 2017 workshop for an
interfaith group called Jews, Muslims, and All Peoples. As a pre-teen and a teen, I dealt with bullying and
teasing. In 1992, I took part in a week-long workshop on peaceful strategies for conflict resolution. I continue to
learn, use what I learn, and share what I learn. For years, I worked with people who stutter and their families.
Kids and adults who stutter are often bullied, and I was glad that I could offer them strategies for bullying
prevention and conflict resolution.
Where/When: Room 4, Thursday 10:15 – 11:30 am Format: Workshop
For More Information: 954-682-1433; brianhumphrey@comcast.net

‘Fighting Toxic Prisons:’ Organizing the ‘Fighting Toxic Prisons’ Campaign from the
Strategic Intersection Where Environmental Justice Crosses Prison Abolition
Panagioti Tsolkas leads this interactive presentation through the use of video, Q/A and updated tactic analysis to
take a deep dive into the Fight Against Toxic Prisons.
Leader: Peter Ackerman and Panagioti Tsolkas
Where/When: Room 2, Saturday 4:15 – 5:30 pm Format: Workshop
For More Information: 954 937-1706; Petequaker@gmail.com

FCNL, Youth & Young Adults – Friends Committee On National Legislation
Friends Committee on National Legislation lobbies Congress and the federal administration to advance peace,
justice, opportunity, and environmental stewardship. Founded in 1943 by Quakers, FCNL fields an expert team of
lobbyists on Capitol Hill and works with a grassroots network of tens of thousands of people across the country to
advance policies and priorities established by our governing General Committee. SEYM appoints representatives to
the general committee, who are all Quakers, and the organization is guided by Quaker principles. We Friends are
FCNL. Learn more about the organization, how it works, and current issues. Format: Presentation
Leaders: Karen Putney, Tampa MM; Aurelio Anderson Tallahassee MM; Katie Breslin FCNL
Where/When: Room 3, Thursday 2:45 – 4:00 pm
AND Room 3, Saturday 4:15 – 5:30 pm
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Friends World Committee For Consultation (FWCC): Update and Discussion on
FWCC and Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) This is an opportunity to learn about FWCC

work and how it partners with other Quaker organizations at the United Nations.
Leader: Eduardo Diaz, Miami Monthly Meeting, SEYM Representative to FWCCExecutive Committee Member
FWCC Section of the Americas, Quaker United Nations Committee- New York: Co-Clerk, AFSC Corporation
Member
Where/When: Room 4, Thursday 2:45 – 4:00 pm Format: Facilitated discussion
For More Information: 786 239 2252; E-Mail:avpmiami@aol.com

Grassroots Peace Work Of Activists In Honduras, Guatemala And Colombia How do we
respond to the crisis in Central and South America that is forcing thousands of families to flee their homes? This
presentation highlights the peace work of activists in these countries who are working to make their countries safer
for all. We will explore more closely one methodology, Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP), which has been used
in many countries with a history of violence. AVP is an experiential peace education program that focuses on
analysis of personal and structural violence, community building, communication, affirmation, consensus building,
and conflict resolution. We will also demonstrate some of the exercises that have been developed in the workshops,
including the Trauma Healing/Resiliency workshops, that have been a key in helping those affected by violence,
especially women and indigenous groups. In Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador, activists have been working in
prisons and jails and with members of gangs in neighborhoods, as well as with police officers, to find new ways to
interact peacefully. In Colombia, AVP has been used with the reintegration of ex combatants and community
members, especially indigenous groups, after civil war.
Leaders: Cece Yocum (Tampa MM) has been a member of PLA, a working group of Friends Peace Teams developing long-term relationships with communities across Latin America, for over ten years and has traveled
to Guatemala and Colombia to visit our partner groups. Will invite Harry Vanden, who is our PLA treasurer, to
join me and talk about his recent visit to Honduras.
Where/When: Room 3, Friday 2:45 – 5:30 PM Format: Workshop & Presentation
For More Information: 813-417-1655; ceceyocum@aol.com

Journey Of The Universe For millennia our perception of the material universe has been heavily influenced
by the creation stories that have been handed down through the ages. However, in light of our current scientific
knowledge about the cosmos it is evident that a new story is needed to more accurately convey the events that
have led to the emergence of humanity. The Journey of the Universe is an award-winning documentary that weaves
scientific facts into a tale that honors the wonder of our unfolding cosmic adventure. This is a must-see for anyone
who is seeking a greater understanding of where we have come from and how we have developed. The material is
easy to understand and suitable for nearly any age group. Swimme captures the essence of our journey in a
profoundly simple statement when he observes, “Over the course of fourteen billion years hydrogen gas has
transformed itself into mountains, butterflies, the music of Bach and you and me.” Those who view this
documentary may wish to participate in the follow-up workshop entitled Perspectives on Becoming Fully Human.
Leader: Rick Brice, Clearwater MM. Over the past forty-five years, I have spent a great deal of time reading,
contemplating and consulting with others in an effort to understand our human journey. I encountered this
enlightening documentary several years ago and have shared it whenever possible.
Where/When: Room 2, Friday 2:45 – 4:00 PM Format: Video Presentation
For More Information: 727 505-9440; nprrick@yahoo.com
Laughter Yoga Experience the joy of unconditional laughter. No Jokes---No Kidding! Sense of humor not
required. Laughter Yoga is the unique concept that anyone can laugh for no reason at all. Laughter is started as an
exercise in a group. It soon becomes real and contagious laughter. You will feel great as you get the most fun
workout you have ever had.
Leader: Joel Cook (Palm Beach MM) is a certified Laughter Yoga Leader and certified Laughter Yoga Teacher.
He trained with Dr. Kataria, Founder of the Laughter Yoga movement in 2011. He has been leading Laughter
Yoga groups since 2010.
Where/When: Friday, 4:15-5:30 PM (Gold Room) – ALL AGES WELCOME
Format: Recreation, Intergenerational For more information: 772-267-9156; j1cook@yahoo.com
The Language Of Love: Speaking And Listening In The Spirit Jan Dahm and Lisa Erazmus
(TMM) will explore the language we use in dialogue with one another to to discover how an openness to different
interpretations of vocabulary can enable conversations of peace and love. The workshop will include worship,
shared wisdom, conversation, practice.
Leader: Jan Dahm and Lisa Erazmus
Where/When: Room 1, Saturday 2:45 – 5:30 pm Format: Facilitated Discussion
For More Information: Contact Clara Diaz, Clerk, Worship and Ministry Committee
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“Love Knows No Borders,” AFSC

Several people have asked for a showing of The New Underground
Railroad, a Hersh documentary about the Sanctuary movement of the 80’s. It is still very relevant today,
unfortunately, as part of the broader AFSC presentation.
Leader: Lis-Marie Alvarado AFSC
Where/When: Room 2, Saturday 2:45 – 4:00 pm Format: Presentation with video & power point
For More Information: 786 523-2805; lmalvarado@afsc.org

Meeting For Remembrance The Meeting for Remembrance is a time to gather in a worship-sharing mode
to remember those who are or have been important in our lives. All are invited to participate as you feel led,
speaking or being held in stillness when memories are too tender for words.
Leader: Member(s) of SEYM Worship & Ministry Committee
Where/When: Saturday 12:30-1:15 PM (Room 4)
Format: Worship.
New Perspective On Being Fully Human This workshop is a non-theistic follow-up to the
documentary entitled Journey of the Universe. Those wishing to attend may find it beneficial to view the
documentary prior to this session. Participants will explore those characteristics that define our species and
consider where evolution may be leading us. Is there a role for Quakers to play in this unfolding cosmic story?
Leader: Rick Brice, Clearwater MM. Over the past forty-five years, I have spent a great deal of time reading,
contemplating and consulting with others in an effort to understand our human journey. During this time, I have
transformed from a Pentecostal minister to a non-theistic Quaker. I have discovered that sharing our insights
broadens our collective understanding.
Where/When: Room 1, Friday 4:00 – 5:30 PM Format: Workshop
For More Information: 727 505-9440; nprrick@yahoo.com
Non-Violent Bystander Training Discussion of Nonviolent Bystander Training: What is Bystander
Training? What it and what it is not. Why do it? For Quakers how does it support nonviolence ? What Quaker
principles do we want to uphold? What are different levels of bystander situations?
Goals - Learn 1) when and how to step into a problematic situation. 2) to be aware of what is happening around us in
public and center ourselves despite fear. 3) to reach out and support the targeted person 4) to de-escalate the
situation by shifting the attention away from the attacker, if possible. Review handouts of do's and don'ts of
bystander training. Observe large group demonstration and practice in group role plays
Leader: Beverly Ward & Cece Yocum (both from Tampa MM) have facilitated two prior workshops on this topic
and have facilitated AVP role play scenarios in AVP workshops numerous times. “We believe we as Quakers
can make a difference when people are being harrassed.” Cece has had bystander training at a workshop with
AFSC and the American Psychological Association.
Where/When: Room 4, Saturday 2:45-5:30 pm Format: Workshop
For More Information: 813-417-1655; ceceyocum@aol.com

Prayer As A Political Problem (thanks for the title to Jean Danielou)
In an interview Cory Booker told how grating he finds endless transactions in the Senate, while transformation is
what he seeks. Jesus taught us to reverence God's name as holy, to let ourselves be grown into Beloved Community,
and to get started with fulfilling God's intention. How does this lead us to engage in today's conflicts?
Leader: Bob Allenson (Tallahassee MM) has led a variety of workshops at Tallahassee Meeting, SEYM, and at
other Churches. He earned M.Div degree at Union Theological Seminary (NY), majored in Hebrew Bible and
studied ethics under Reinhold Niebuhr. He senses a “ministry in spiritual encouragement.”
Where/When: Room 1, Thursday 2:45 – 4:00 pm Format: Facilitated Discussion
For More Information: 850 956-2817; allenson@centurylink.net

Prisoner Visitation And Support Prisoner Visitation and Support (PVS), a Quaker organization, provides
visits to prisoners in Federal and Military Prisons throughout the USA. PVS needs more visitors. Visitors usually
meet with several prisoners once/month for about an hour/prisoner. The same prisoners are visited monthly. Many
prisoners have been incarcerated for decades and have never had a visit.
Leader: Jerry Knutson (Orlando MM), has been visiting prisoners in WV since 2007 and now also visits
prisoners in FL during the winter.
Where/When: Saturday, table talk during dinner Format: Discussion
For more information: 407-595-4880 (text preferred); almostluddite@yahoo.com
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Quakers In Palestine: Ramallah Friends School And The Military Occupation Under
military occupation in Palestine, A Quaker school is thriving. How are Quaker values providing hope and building a
foundation for a peaceful, just future? How does the Israeli-Palestinian conflict affect daily life. What might the
future hold for this troubled region?
Leader: Arthur Boyd and Meg Boyd Meyer of Baltimore Monthly Meeting - Stony Run Arthur and Meg spent 6
months at Ramallah Friends School and traveled in Israel seeking to gain perspective from both sides in 20182019
Where/When: Room 2, Thursday 2:45 – 4:00 PM
Format: Presentation
For More Information: Telephone: 443-255-0120 meg.boyd.meyer@gmail.com
QUNO - Quaker United Nations Office So just what is the Quaker United Nations Office? What does it
do? How does it do it? What are the highlights from last year and this year? Is there a role for SEYM Quakers to
play?
Leader: Warren Hoskins (Miami MM), is SEYM’s representative to QUNO.
Where/When: Thursday, 10:15-11:30 AM (Room 3) Format: Presentation
For more information: 305-609-9704; warrenhoskins@gmail.com
Supporting Peace And Social Justice Witness

How can we support those in our meetings who feel
let to a particular peace and/or social justice witness? This was a question explored recently by the SEYM Peace
and Social Concerns Committee. We believe that meetings can help members listen and work toward a deeper
understanding of how spirit is moving, as they seek to be led in acting upon a call to witness. The Quaker clearness
process allows for deep discernment in community. In this session we will discuss ways to hold clearness, as well as
support groups. We will also explore how to embrace the variety of wok and witness among members of our
Monthly Meeting to strengthen us as individuals and as a meeting. We will also discuss the positive benefits of
serving on these committees since they strengthen us all.
Leader: Cece Yocum has been a member of PLA working group for over ten years and has traveled to
Guatemala and Colombia to visit our partner groups. Tampa Meeting was instrumental in providing support
and clearness.
Karen Putney is well known for her peace advocacy, especially with FCNL.
Where/When: Room 1, Thursday 10:15 – 11:30 am Format: Workshop
For More Information: 813-417-1655; email: ceceyocum@aol.com

What Do Children Think About Climate Change? Greta Thunberg’s Answer We will
watch a short, 12-minute video of a TEDx presentation of Greta Thunberg’s simple, clear very personal response to
Climate Change. Greta is the 15 year old, Swedish activist with Asperger’s syndrome, who started a school strike
and sits in front of her parliament once a week, because she does not feel that enough is done to secure her future.
She has spoken to the UN Plenary and the General Assembly, COP24, the World Economic Forum and given many
interviews. She is inspiring other young people around the world. This session is open to all ages above preschool
and hopefully the young people at SEYM will attend and actively participate in the discussion.
Leader: Brad Stocker, Ed.D, Miami MM
Where/When: Room 3, Saturday 2:45 – 4:00 PM Format: Facilitated Discussion
For More Information: 305 323 7668; brstocker@yahoo.com

Where Are You Really From? Microaggression in everyday life. Committee on Ministry on
Racism examines micro-aggressions. We examine unconscious bias (as opposed to conscious bias)
which manifests itself in casual remarks, tones, gestures, dismissive looks and actions which are
demeaning and hurtful to people of color, women, and LGBTQs and are made by people of privilege
without any awareness of their negative impact. We will learn how to address these “messages,” verbal
and nonverbal, by engaging in dialogue that elicits greater awareness of one’s own biases, sensitivity
towards others and a personal commitment to speaking up when encountering such behavior in the
future. We will use videos, role play, and AVP bias awareness exercises to accomplish our objectives.
Leader: Kathy Hersh Miami MM
Experienced in advocacy for minority groups and true equity
Where/When: Thursday, 10:15 am – 11:30 am, Room 1
Format: workshop with videos and role play awareness exercises
For More Information: 305 667-6779; hershkathy@gmail.com
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(In Alphabetical Order)

Table Talks are held over lunch in the Dining Hall. See Bulletin Board at Dining
entrance.
To start a Table Talk, post your topic on the Bulletin Board, and take a table card
holder (provided) to your table.
First Day School What religious education and spiritual deepening opportunities does your
meeting offer to youth and adults? How do you make sure that parents and other adult caretakers of children are
supported to attend worship? Trade ideas, talk through obstacles, learn about Quaker religious
education resources.
Leader: Kody Hersh, SEYM Youth and Young Adult Coordinator
Where/When: Friday, table talk during lunch
Format: Discussion

Friendly Outreach An opportunity for Friends to share what their meeting is doing to make
themselves known to spiritual seekers in their communities, and get new ideas to bring home!
Leader: Kody Hersh, SEYM Youth and Young Adult Coordinator
Where/When: Thursday, table talk during lunch
Format: Discussion

Welcoming Newcomers To Meeting How do we prepare ourselves and our meetings to welcome
visitors and newcomers? Kody will share resources from his work with the Friends
General Conference "Welcoming Friends Working Group," with a particular focus on how our meetings can address
racism, classism, and other dynamics of oppression in order to build more truly inclusive
communities. New and new-ish Friends-- your voices are particularly valuable to this discussion!
Leader: Kody Hersh, SEYM Youth and Young Adult Coordinator
Where/When: Friday, table talk during lunch
Format: Discussion

