Southeastern Yearly Meeting

Gathering & Annual Sessions
April 8 – 12, 2020

Warren Willis Conference Center (formerly Life Enrichment Retreat Center)
4991Picciola Road Fruitland Park, Florida 34731-6134

Spiritual & Cultural Transformation
the 56th Annual J. Barnard Walton Lecture & Retreats
presented by

Pamela Boyce Simms

Global society has crossed a threshold. The 21st century is witness to hundreds of millions of people caught
up in cascading systemic transmutation. The time has come to hospice outworn ways of living that no
longer serve us and the Earth, and birth an emergent, more compassionate, and resilient future.

Walton Lecture – Saturday, April 11  7:00 pm

“Embrace Groundlessness and
Demystify the Mystical to Potentize Activism”
Successful navigation of the uncharted climate-changed territory ahead requires that we embrace
uncertainty, unlearn, and release much of what we think we already know about our world and
ourselves. We must learn how to live into non-duality which is the only metacognitive vantage point from
which we can make any significant dent in complex, multifaceted, existential 21st Century challenges.
We’ll discover how Community Supported Enlightenment (CSE) ushers mystical experience out of the
esoteric closets of the few by inviting participation in practices which democratize the opportunity for
ALL.

Pamela Boyce Simms is an engaged Eco-Buddhist and

Quaker, who brings compassion, insight and clarity to her work as an
environmental activist, neurolinguistics master-practitioner, leadership
coach, and consultant. A highly regarded speaker and facilitator, Pamela
presented the 2017 FGC Gathering closing plenary.
Her current work as an environmental activist includes representing
QEW at the United Nations; convening the QEW African Diaspora
Earthcare Coalition's Herbal Plant Medicine Project, and the Diasporas
and Climate Change-displaced Populations Project; and serving as
Climate Crisis Project Board Member at Swarthmore College, consulting
on the Council for an Uncertain Human Future Initiative.
Pamela coaches a broad range of organizations and clients in cultivating
strong relationships. She offers an experiential understanding of how
groups can work as “human ecosystems.” She seeks to cultivate a sense
of interconnectedness that can see communities through the climactic,
social, and economic challenges ahead.
Pamela holds a BSFS from Georgetown University’s Edmund Walsh School of Foreign Service, a Matrise de
Lettres (MA) de L’Universite de Dakar, Senegal, West Africa, and is a Certified NLP Master Practitioner,
Karma Kagyu Meditation Instructor. She is a contributing author to Resilience.org, and is a member of
Hudson Monthly Meeting, NY.

Gathering Highlights
the Walton Retreats led by Pamela Boyce Simms
Retreat I  7pm Wednesday, April 8th

Environmental Resilience-building for an Uncertain Human Future. Effective, holistic
environmental resilience-building proceeds simultaneously from the inside out AND from the outside in. We’ll
consider a case study in sustaining a dynamic, spirit-led balance between: 1) hands-on preparation for thriving as
climate change accelerates in the decades ahead, and 2) purposeful, community-supported self-transmutation in
service to the survival of the whole.

Retreat II  10am Saturday, April 11th

Emergent Governance: Sociocratic Organizations & Movement-building for a Postcarbon Future. Organizations and movements that want to be relevant vehicles for social change during the

kaleidoscopic times in which we live need to “unlearn” linear, fragmented, and static approaches to governance. They
must commit to ongoing transformation in sync with incessant environmental metamorphosis. Global society is on an
ecologically self-sabotaging course because the meaning we’ve made of the world is distorted by the illusion of
disconnection and duality. Whether explicit or implicit, this dualism translates into hierarchical dominance, power-andcontrol dynamics, competition, and hyper-individualism at every scale in the organizations and networks we create.
We will experientially explore how dynamic, Quaker process-derived sociocratic governance generates an aerated,
egalitarian space for organizational evolution. We’ll learn how sociocracy creates safe space for innovative selfexpression, emergence of the unexpected, and universally equivalent agency.

Workshops  Thursday thru Saturday
20 to choose from, including: Art & the Life of the Spirit  Bowels of Mercies: Earthy Spirituality for

a Time of Disruption  Building Multigenerational Spiritual Relationships  CAPP Training – Child Abuse
Protection Program  Collaborative Conflict Resolution Strategies – From Interpersonal Situations to
Earthcare  Defund Hate: Dismantling the Deportation & Detention Machine  Eco-Destruction in Our
Backyard: The EU Replaces Coal with Southeast Wood  Grassroots Peace Work of Activists In Central and
South America  Growing Transgender Allyship in SEYM  How We Win: What We Learned from George
Lakey  Listening in Tongues: Overcoming the Tower of Babel  No Way to Treat a Child Campaign 
Prophetic. Persistent. Powerful. ~ FCNL and SEYM Working Together  Quaker Worship Groups: Our
History . . . Are They Also Our Future?  Reversing Global Warming: Introduction to Drawdown  Tending to
Our Spiritual Resources and Practices  The Immokalee Fair Housing Crisis – and a Solution  Turning
Toward the Light: A Journey of Faith and Practice  Uncovering Bias with Integrity & Love  Weaving a
Wider Welcome: Practicing Anti-racism in Your Meeting

Youth Program – see Youth Program flyer for full details[coming soon]!
Our theme this year is Climate Change. Join us in creating community, enjoying nature, making
friends, having fun and deepening our Quaker values. Registration & meals for youth attending with
their families are free of charge, thanks to generous donors.
Special Activities include: High ropes course on Friday morning for Teens  Archery on Friday Morning
for Junior & Young Friends  Movie night for Junior & Young Friends, Saturday night  Easter Egg hunt
Sunday  Teens join adults for Worship Sharing, the Walton Lecture & Retreats, and workshops.

…and More!
 Early Worship by the lake 7:30am  Worship Sharing Thurs. thru Sat., 9:00am
 Intergenerational Activities -- All Ages Play: afternoons Thursday – Saturday 

Intergenerational Dance Friday night  Swimming on Friday afternoon — all ages  Family canoeing
Saturday afternoon  see bulletin board for each day’s activities & locations.

 Music Singing after meals  The Faith & No Practice Band  Jammin' on the Bench after lunch
 Books FGC Bookstore  SEYM Publications  Book Swap Table

REGISTRATION

SCHOLARSHIPS

DEADLINE: MARCH 29th. The deadline allows the
Warren Willis Conference Center to prepare for
our visit. To learn of spaces available after March
29th, contact:

Don’t let lack of funds prevent you from
coming! Scholarships are available. See

Susan Wade, Registrar
swade3231@gmail.com
727-821-5048
Registration is open Feb. 11th – March 29th. Go
to the Gathering page for link to online
Registration: seymquakers.org/newsevents/yearly-meeting-gathering/. Friends who
cannot register online may call the Registrar.
Payment Options: We encourage you to pay your
total registration fees when you register. You may
pay online via PayPal or by check made payable to
SEYM and mailed to the Registrar:
Susan Wade,
945 13th Street N., Apt A,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705-1273.
Alternately, you may pay your total fees at checkin by cash, personal check, or credit/debit card.

Scholarship information and forms on the
Gathering page: seymquakers.org/newsevents/yearly-meeting-gathering/

SITE USE & LODGING OPTIONS
WARREN WILLIS CONFERENCE CENTER: Rooms
have twin beds and private bath. Bedding &
towels are provided.
• Family sharing room: $86/night (Two twin beds)
Children may sleep on the floor for free or
reserve a mattress for $10/night.
• Singles sharing room: $43/night/person. You
must list a roommate's name when registering.
• Private (1-person) room: $63/night.
RV CAMPING: in the open area west of the
Pavilion. Full and Partial Hookups are
$27.03/night.
TENT CAMPING: The area to the right of the
Pavilion is reserved for SEYM. Sites are
$27.03/night.

PROGRAM REGISTRATION FEES
Adult (over 18) = $50
Adult, One Day attendance = $35
Youth (under 18) = free

DAY USE: $7/person/day for site use, for Friends
lodging elsewhere.

YOUTH & FAMILY

LEC DINING ROOM:
Breakfast  8:00 – 8:45am  $9.75
Lunch  12:00 – 12:45pm  $10.25
Dinner  5:30 – 6:15pm  $13.75
Coffee/tea is available in the lobby 24/7

Registration fees & meals for youth attending with
their families are paid for by the SEYM Youth
Gathering Fund, thanks to private donations &
fund raising.
Youth must attend with a parent, guardian, or
designated adult sponsor the entire time at the
camp and participate fully in the youth program.
Youth need a parent/guardian signed Consent
Form in order to be on campus. The Consent
Forms package is on the Gathering webpage:
seymquakers.org/news-events/yearly-meetinggathering/
Parents wanting to have their youth excused from
school can download the ‘Excuse Letter’ from our
website. webpage: seymquakers.org/newsevents/yearly-meeting-gathering/

See the Youth Program flyer[coming
soon!]

FOOD OPTIONS

Youth (under 18) meals are free!
SPECIAL DIETS: Vegan, vegetarian, diabetic,
gluten-free, and other choices are available. To
reserve special diet meals, you must fill out the
LEC Special Diet form at www.lecretreats.org/lecdietary-page.
PAVILION: Campers may prepare meals in this
covered, screened pavilion. There are picnic
tables, stove, refrigerator and electrical outlets.
Bring your own cooking and eating utensils. You
may also choose to register for any or all of your
meals in the Dining Hall.
FOOD ELSEWHERE: There are abundant
restaurants 3-5 miles from the camp.

LOCATION

FGC BOOKSTORE

Warren Willis United Methodist Camp and
Conference Center (f/k/a Life Enrichment Center)
4991 Picciola Road
Fruitland Park, FL 34751

Come browse and purchase books by Quaker
authors and titles of interest to Quakers. Pay with
cash, check, or credit/debit cards.

phone: 352-787-0313
Fruitland Park is located on US Hwy. 441 between
Leesburg and Lady Lake, Florida. From Hwy.27/US
441, turn east on County Road 466A, Picciola Road.
Go 3 miles. The Warren Willis United Methodist
Camp and Conference Center (f/k/a Life Enrichment
Center) is on the right; look for the sign. Enter the
drive and proceed to the designated parking area.

WHEN YOU ARRIVE
Check-in at the SEYM Registration Desk in the
LEC camp desk lobby (not auditorium lobby) to
get your room key & name badges.
Check-in times: Phone number is posted if
Registrar has stepped out.
•
•
•
•

Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:

1pm - 5:30pm, 6:15 - 7:00pm, 8:30 - 9pm
9am - 12noon, 1:30 - 4:15pm, 7:30 - 9pm
9am - 10:00am, 1:30 - 5:30pm, 6:30 - 9pm
9am - 10:00am, 2:30 - 5:30 pm, 6:30 -7pm

Late arrivals: PLEASE have a friend get your room
key and wait up for you.

THINGS TO BRING
• Toys for toddlers, children’s supplies (throw
pillows, toys to share, soccer balls, etc.), puzzles
and games for all ages.
• Rise Up Singing, hymnals & voices for singing after
meals.
• Musician & instruments needed for the Faith & No
Practice Band and Jammin’ on the Bench.
• Books for Book Swap table
• Walking shoes for nature walks: check out the
Path of Silence.
• Families: bring swimsuits for Friday
• A friend/Friend new to your Meeting. Invite them
to experience the wider Quaker community.
• Documents-In-Advance (DIAs) for Plenary
Sessions.

DISPLAY SPACE
Contact the Office at office@seym.org to reserve a
table.

LEC & SEYM ANNOUNCEMENTS
§ Complete Youth rules are specified in the Youth
Program flyer.
§ Except during scheduled youth program times, all
youth must be supervised by their parents,
sponsors, or parent/sponsor-arranged f/Friends
(25 yrs. & older). 1 adult may supervise up to 8
youth.
§ No video or electronic games are allowed in youth
program sessions. Cell phones must be turned off
during program sessions.
§ Park in designated areas only.
§ Quiet time from 11:00pm to 7:00am.
§ No skateboards, in-line skates, or scooters
permitted. Youth on bikes must wear helmets.
§ The Gold Room kitchen is reserved for youth and
evening snacks only.
§ The outdoor chapel and labyrinth are sacred
memorial places. Children must be quiet and
respectful at all times and may visit only with an
adult.
§ No swimming in lake---there are alligators!
§ No alcoholic beverages or recreational drugs
allowed.
§ Pets on a leash are allowed in the camping area.

QUESTIONS?
Gathering Clerk: Andrea Hoskins
305-609-9704; andreaghoskins@yahoo.com
Registrar: Susan Wade
727-821-5048; swade3231@gmail.com
Youth Program Coordinator: Mira Tanna
321-287-8734; miratanna@yahoo.com
SEYM Office: Susan Wade, Secretary
407-739-4150; office@seym.org

See all Gathering information & link to registration on our YM Gathering page:

https://seymquakers.org/news-events/yearly-meeting-gathering/

