
Gathering Committee Report to Executive Committee 
May 9, 2020 
 
The Gathering Committee would like to report a couple of key items to the YBM Executive 
Committee Meeting. 
 
First, some good news: Our clerk, Andrea Hoskins, called the Warren Willis United 
Methodist Camp & Conference Center after our March 11th EC meeting to cancel the in-
person Gathering. After some discussion, the WWUMCC agreed to credit this year’s 
deposits on the camp to our 2021 Gathering. We have a good relationship with them; and 
they like us as clients, and want to have us come back.  
 
Second, we want to report on the survey we conducted after the Virtual Mini-Gathering 
(VMG). The survey, SEYM Virtual Gatherings: Looking Ahead, gathered feedback both from 
Friends who had attended the VMG, and those who had not. About 65 Friends took the 
survey.  
 
One key takeaway was the overwhelming enthusiasm for SEYM to continue to 
offer programming online --- worship sharing, workshops, and other virtual events 
---- even after we are able to start meeting in person again.  
 
The Gathering Committee, working with Kody Hersh as Coordinator, is offering 4 Worship 
Sharing sessions this month in support of YBM sessions.  
 
There are a few more workshops, that had been planned for our in-person Gathering, 
which are ‘ready-to-go’ to be offered online. However, the committee is  
not prepared to schedule them at this time.  
 
We feel that the question of offering ongoing online program is beyond the Gathering 
Committee’s responsibilities, and that it would best be addressed by the Executive 
Committee, and/or the larger body of SEYM.  
 
Shall SEYM continue to offer worship sharing, workshops, and/or other 
virtual events in the coming weeks and months? For the duration of social 
distancing? On a continuing basis?  
 
The Virtual Mini-Gathering, held April 8-12, was a huge success. 112 Friends attended the 
sessions; many were present for almost all the sessions, while others dropped in for 
workshops that fit their schedule or interests. We also note that many participants were 
Friends we don’t usually see at the in-person Gathering.  See the full report> 
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